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No easy solution 
to Jordan's 
endemic water 
shortage 



By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 
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SUMMER HEAT has once 
again pushed Jordan's endemic 
i water problem to the forefront 
of public worries as the Gov¬ 
ernment intensified its efforts 
to search for a solution. 

Only half way through the 
summer, shortages have been 
so widespread that tbe com¬ 
plaints they have generated 
prompted Parliament deputies 
to send a memorandum to the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion stating public displeasure 
with -the siftikipp and request■*- 
ing that tbe ministry find a so¬ 
lution to the problem. 

According to the ministry, 
this may be easier said than 
done. Trying to supply Jordan, 
especially Amman, with drink¬ 
ing water this summer has been 
; a tricky business. 

The ministry's Secretary Gen- 
• eral, Quosay Quotaishat, told 
77ie Star that although it is unu¬ 
sual to have shortages every¬ 
where in Amman, this summer 
shortages have affected the 
whole of the capital city. 

Official figures indicate that 
Jordan has an annnal water 
^shortage of 25 percent, but 
since there is no shortage in 
winter time, the shortage is re¬ 
flected in the summer months, 
especially in the heavily popu¬ 
lated areas, when shortages can 
reach as much as 50 percent 

During the last beat wave, 
Quotaishat said, demand for 
water naturally increased. Si¬ 
multaneously, power was cut 
from the Qastal and Swaqa 
weJDs in the south, pumping 
stopped altogether from a well 
in the northwest and doe to the 
reduction of water flow in the 
Jordan Valley Canal, there was 
an extreme cut back in the 
amount of water pumped from 
ZaL 

£ "This," be said, "in conjunc¬ 
tion with the increase in de¬ 
mand during the heat has 
caused a major problem with 



■ Jordan mourned tbe tragic death of nine Jorda¬ 
nian diplomats and their families in Yemen last 
week in a bos accident. The bodies of the victims 
were flown back to Jordan in a military plane. 
They were received by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and senior Jordanian officials. His 
Majesty King Hussein, in London on a private visit, 
sent his condolences to the bereaved famili es. Ye¬ 
meni President Ali Ab dallah Saleh also offered his 
sympathies. 


the distribution." 

Since water is distributed to 
Amman's neighborhoods ac¬ 
cording to a rationing schedule, 
the problem could not be 
solved immediately, be added. 

"It takes time to recover, 
from such shortages,” Quotai¬ 
shat, who is also secretary gen¬ 
eral of the Water Authority, 
said. "What 1 can say now is 
that tilings are becoming nor¬ 
malized and rationing is stabi¬ 
lizing according to the sched¬ 
ule." 

Despite stabilization, the 
ministry is still faring a major 
problem in supplying water to 
the higher areas in Amman. 

These areas are "not receiv¬ 
ing water properly because of 
the extreme lift" required to 
supply those areas. Thus, the 
ministry expects to have prob¬ 
lems supplying Amman's high 
areas throughout tbe summer. 

The water forecast for the 
whole of Jordan becomes even 
more grim if one considers 
hard statistics. Although Jordan 
currently exploits all available 
water resources, tbe Kingdom 
operates under a water deficit 
and trill continue to do so be¬ 
cause of the rapidly diminish¬ 
ing water supply. _ 


The ministry reported that 
Jordan's water consumption for 
all purposes (domestic, indus¬ 
trial and agricultural) to be 880 
million cubic meters and 883 
million cubic meters in 1990 
and '91 respectively. The Jor¬ 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) es¬ 
timated that national water con¬ 
sumption in 1992 reached 915 
million cubic meters. These fig¬ 
ures are dangerously close to 
Jordan's annual renewable wa¬ 
ter resource of 1.100 million 
cubic meters, experts say. 

Quotaishat said that all 13 
available ground water reser¬ 
voirs (Jordan’s main source of 
drinking water) are being over- 
pumped at die rate of 198 mil¬ 
lion cubic metres per year and 
therefore, are exceeding "safe 
levels" of pumping which leads 
to increased levels of salinity 
and pollution. 

Although these sources are 
stressed almost beyond their 
capabilities to supply drinking 
water, Jordan still does not 
meet acceptable international 
standards of per capita water 
supply, which is set at 1,000 
cubic meters per year. 

Minister of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion Bassam Kakisb said that 
Jordanians now recei ve less 


than one fourth of the accepta¬ 
ble water s tandar ds. 

According * to' the imhistiy, 
the quantity of water supplied 
in 1990 per capita was 255 cu¬ 
bic meters per capita per year 
and in 1991, after the influx of 
returnees, that figure was re¬ 
duced to 215 cubic meters per 
capita per year. 

These numbers can be mis¬ 
leading as they incorporate the 
total amount of water used for 
all purposes. In terms of do¬ 
mestic water (drinking water) 
supply, Jordan's per capita wa¬ 
ter supply amounts to only 50 
cubic meters. 

In the agricultural sector, the 
outlook is equally bleak. 

According to a report issued 
by JVA this spring, water con¬ 
sumption for agricultural pur¬ 
poses reached nearly 700 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters in 1992 and 
by the year 2010 may exceed 
810 million cubic meters — 
nearly equalling tbe amount of 
water consumed for all purpos¬ 
es today. This figure does not 
take into account agricultural 
expansion in'areas other than 
tbe Jordan Valley. 

Jordan's water shortage is at¬ 
tributed to several reasons — 
an annual four percent popula¬ 
tion increase, the return of 
350,000 expatriates from Ku¬ 
wait, denial of water rights 
from shared water resources, 
dry weather and drought 

In addition, Quotaishat ex¬ 
plained, the water delivery net¬ 
work in populated regions is 
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By Ahmad Shaker and 
Bilal Hijjawi 

SOURCES AT tbe Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) said that 
allowing currency exchange 
shops to resume operations has 
proved very successful and that 
no violations have been record¬ 
ed so far. 

Money changers have gone 
back to work wad their evaluar 
ftion of the dinar is that it holds 
strong against major curren¬ 
cies. "The Jordanian dinar re¬ 
mains a very strong currency at 
present and is expected to stay 
that way in the future," says Mr 
Hani Al Saudi, an exchange 
dealer in Amman. He ex¬ 
plained that this month, Ior¬ 
dan's official exchange rate of 
tbe / *« war against the dollar was 
two to three fils higher than the 
free market rate for the first 
time in two years. He added 
that die two percent climb the 
dollar recorded recently has af¬ 
fected all major currencies in¬ 
cluding the Jordanian dinar and 
that shouldn't be taken asanm- 
,. dicat or of anything in the local 


The economy , market view 
and the AFM 


market 

He told The Star that the di¬ 
nar will remain stable in the 
near future because Jordan- 
IMF relations are harmonious. 
Mr Saudi said that foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves in the Central 
Bank are increasing inspite of 
die trade deficit evident in the 
first quarter of 1992. He argued 
that more monetary liberaliza¬ 
tion and less exchange controls 
are needed if confidence in the 
dinar is to be strengthened. 

Mr Saudi said that in the last 
two months, the construction 
sector began to experience rela¬ 
tive "stagnation". "The con¬ 
struction sector has led the gen¬ 
eral economic boom in the last 
two years and its sh rink ing now 
could very well reverse the cur¬ 
rent stability and investor con¬ 
fidence in the national econo¬ 
my, leading to unemployment." 


Though the Amman Finan¬ 
cial Market (AFM) has wit¬ 
nessed a frenzied trading activi¬ 
ty lately, Mr Saudi, rejected the 
common belief that die activity 
has much effect on the econo¬ 
my. He sees very little benefit 
arising to tbe economy from 
heavy trading on the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). "We 
can only wait and see whether 
tiiis boom in stock trading ac¬ 
tivity is a permanent honest re¬ 
flection of the economy or a 
short term economic indicator,* 
says the currency dealer. 

But speculators at the AFM 
believe otherwise. One, Mr 
Khaleel Al Shami, a major 
player in the AFM, told The 
Star, die market is up because 
tbe banking sector continued its 
spectacular performance and 
bankers continue to display 
confidence in the economy. He 


added that companies have per¬ 
formed superbly and their prof¬ 
its were high and exports in¬ 
creased . 

Another speculator, Mr You- 
sif Attilee, previously an ac¬ 
countant and today a returnee 
whose bread and butter is trad¬ 
ing at the AFM, said that all 
looks well in the economy so 
why not capitalize on it at tbe 
market Mr Attilee said that the 
peace process has created the 
prevailing boom at the market, 
and that tile loose capital of the 
returnees found its way to the 
AFM , most industries have 
made good profits last year, 
big contracts were signed with 
foreign companies. Tbe recent 
himor that the dinar may be de¬ 
valued again scared people into 
investing their monies at the 
market. "Why work long oms 
every day, when one can do a 


Three women to run in 
November elections 


old with high percentages of 
waste recorded. 

"We are talking about 50 per¬ 
cent in the'older sec ti on s. " he 
said, "but it varies from region 
to region." 

Another problem expressed 
by Dr Abed Al Aziz Wishah, 
secretary general of the JVA, is 
that Jordan's annual average 
rainfall is 7.2 million cubic me¬ 
ters, but only 15 percent of tbis 
quantity is used to supply water 
resources while the remaining 
85 percent is lost through evap¬ 
oration. 

In accordance with a 15-year 
national strategy to face Jor¬ 
dan's water shortages, the min¬ 
istry, the Water Authority and . 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
have embarked on several pro¬ 
jects. One, Kakish said, is to ; 
restore Jordan's water rights 
from shared sources. Another 
is to protect water resources 
from pollution and upgrade 
wastewater treatment plants. 

In addition,Wala and Mujib 
Dams on Wadi Mujib and Tan- 
nour Dam on Wadi Hasa are 
under study, the construction of 
the Karameh Dam on the Jor¬ 
dan Valley and the Judaneb 
Dam will commence in 1994 
and the Rajfl Dam, in Azraq, 
and Siwaqa Dam, south of Am¬ 
man, are under construction 
and should be completed by 
1995. Naturally, the amount of 
water these dams will bold de¬ 
pends on annual rainfall. 

The Qa' DLsi Aquifer in 

Continued on page 2 

few hours a day at the AFM 
and make more money, most of 
die times," be said. 

If anything, Mr Saudi said, 
the AFM has shown us that 
there is lots of available liquidi¬ 
ty that can be used for innova¬ 
tive projects. 

Bathe said that the best and 
fastest way to re-invigorate the 
economy is to lower interest 
rates. It will help investors bor¬ 
row funds for investments. A 
cut in interest rates, he added, 
would also stabilize the consu¬ 
mer price index. 

He explained that the reduc¬ 
tion of interest rates in govern¬ 
ment bonds and commercial 
credit would lead to an increase 
and broadening in general cred¬ 
it facilities; "the Government 
can tap domestic capital re¬ 
sources for its big projects, 
which includes the 7-year con¬ 
struction program for erecting 
tiie small and large dams across 
the Jordan Valley." Prosperous 
projects, tbe dealer said, are 
nationally rewarding and must 
be a national priority. ■ 


By Vesna Mashrqa 
Special io The Suur 

ONLY THREE women have 
registered at the General Feder¬ 
ation of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW) as candidates for Par¬ 
liament in the November elec¬ 
tions. Others say they will run 
only if a Parliamentary quota 
for women and an amendment 
to the electoral law are intro- 
duced. 

Meanwhile, the Federation 
has established a special com¬ 
mittee to support and promote 
women candidates. 

In a meeting held last Sunday 
Toujan Faisal. Afaf Kayali Abu 
Amara and Aisha Hawaja. offi¬ 
cially announced that they will 
be running for Parliament. 
More than 30 women had ex¬ 
pressed their readiness to run 
for Parliament if a proposal to 
introduce a parliamentary quota 
for women was accepted, but 
only tiicee announced their can¬ 
didacies regardless of the out¬ 
come of the national debate on 
changing tbe electoral law. 

The committee, which in¬ 
cludes volunteers of both sexes, 
was formed after numerous 
public debates which were held 
to back women's participation 
in the elections. The formation 
of the committee is an indicator 
of the determination of Jordani¬ 
an women to develop a more 
active role in the political life 
of the country. 

Federation President Haifa 
Abu Ghazallah told The Star 


that while it was too early for 
the Federation to name its own 
candidates for the Lower 
House, it will extend its assis¬ 
tance to independent women 
candidates. That assistance will 
materialize in the form of pre¬ 
paring campaign programs and 
running candidates' campaigns 
through the committee. 

"The committee will be in 
charge of registering women 
candidates and coordinating 
their campaign programs," Abu 
Ghazallah said. "It will also de¬ 
fine the Federation's position 
from male candidates." 

Abu Ghazallah. along with 
other participants in Sunday's 
meeting, expressed their sur¬ 
prise at the low number of 
women candidates. Toujan Fai¬ 
sal, who contested the last gen¬ 
eral elections, said lack of self- 
confidence is one reason why 
women are hesitant to run as 
candidates. Thai is why many 
believe that a Parliamentary 
quota for women is a necessary 
condition for their participation, 
she added. 

'The six hundred men candi¬ 
dates who ran for the previous 
Parliament showed much less 
political awareness and person¬ 
al knowledge than many poten¬ 
tial women candidates." Faisal 
told The Star. "The result was a 
disaster for Parliament. I be¬ 
lieve that women could easily 
compete with men without quo¬ 
ta." she said. 

Faisal also explained that for 
manv Jordanians, Parliament 


membership is more a matter of 
prestige, than a field of struggle 
for personal convictions and the 
benefit of society. 

She stressed that participation 
in Parliament entails hard work, 
a comprehensive program 
based on personal beliefs and 
vast knowledge in the field of 
politics, legislation and econo¬ 
my. 

Faisal added that she favors 
rural. Bedouin and camp wom¬ 
en in terms of their wider politi¬ 
cal awareness over "highly edu¬ 
cated". but politically illiterate 
Parliament candidates. 

She said that her campaign 
program colls for a "securing 
and institutionalizing democra¬ 
cy which entails better perfor¬ 
mance of Parliament, introduc¬ 
ing new Parliament by-laws 
and amending the Constitu¬ 
tion." 

"My convictions are based on 
beliefs in human rights and de¬ 
mocracy and-chat Parliamentary 
life and the constitution must 
become a permanent state," Fai¬ 
sal said. "Women should fight 
in every possible way; indepen¬ 
dently, through parties or oq tri¬ 
bal basis to achieve these objec¬ 
tives within the framework of 
their personal beliefs." 

Another woman candidate, 
Afaf Kayali Abu Amara, chose 
women's illiteracy as the major 
issue of her campaign program. 
She said that a quota for wom¬ 
en and a one man, one vote 

Continued on page 2 





ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening of the 

Arab Bank Bonded Warehouses 

at 

Industrial Estate/Sahab 

on Saturday 3 July 1993 

Fitted with automated fire prevention 
facilities, the warehouses will offer storage 
with customs duty deferment, in addition to 
providing purchase opportunities and 
adequate financing for stored goods. 


For more information contact: 

ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, Finance and 
Investment Dept, telephone 660115 ext 443; 
or Bonded Administration, telephone 723627/8 
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An unconventional report, on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 



Actors for 
Parliament 

m Like 
other sec¬ 
tors of so¬ 
ciety. art¬ 
ists ore 
tossing 
their chips 
in the ring 
and will be 
fighting 
the next 
election. So A l Safadi 
far three ac¬ 
tors have announced their in¬ 
tention to stand: Rouhi Al Sa- 
fadi for Amman's Second 
District, Mahmoud Al Zyoudi 
for Zarqa and Muafaq Al Ra- 
haifa for Kerak. 

Al Safadi says that intellec¬ 
tuals should able to represent 
the people in the Lower House. 
As to his election program. Al 
Safadi says that it will be one 
away from sloganeering and 
one serving the people of the 
constituency, according to Al 
Bilad He is against the peace 
process, which he says came 
about as a direct result of Arab 
weakness after the Gulf War. 
precipitated and fought by 
Arab countries that had no 
democratic base. He totally re¬ 
jects a peace agreement which 
returns only pan of Palestine. 
He is for changing the electo¬ 
ral law but rejects the forma¬ 
tion of electoral constituencies 
and argues that the notion of 
democracy is not yet fully un¬ 
derstood. and needs "manyns" 
to drive home its meaning. 

Split, split, split 

M Having heard that Wa'ad 
Party was in trouble, this week 
we have the Progress and Jus¬ 
tice Party losing 19 of its 
member. This is just the latest 
in a series of splits, which 
started when the party’s 
founder. Mr Adnan Abu Odeh'. 
walked out after an internal 



Abu Odeh 


coup d'etat. Mr Khalil Sh'alot. 
one of those who left says dial 
the party had poor organization 
and appointed unqualified per¬ 
sonnel in party offices through¬ 
out the 
country. 

Hardly a 
justifiable 
reason one 
would 
think, and 
only the 
coming 
weeks 
would re¬ 
veal the 
real reason 
behind 

such a massive breakaway. 
Meanwhile, the leaders of the 
party are keeping a stiff upper 
lip, maintaining business as 
usual posture and have just 
held a timely seminar on water 
strategy in Jordan. 

On a more serious note, these 
novice parties should get their 
act together as time is slowly 
ticking away for the coming 
elections. But are we witness¬ 
ing "splitomania” on a massive 
scale or is this the workings of 
a vibrant democracy? 

Meanwhile, a new party has 
just been licensed. The Arab 
Democratic Party, under 
Mu'nis Al Razaz. seeks to back 
democracy as a national choice 
of the people. 

On Wednesday. Ad Dus tour 
reported that Mayor of Amman 
Mr Mohammad Al Bashir has 
resigned from his post to run 
for Parliament. The paper said 
that Mr Mawlood Abdel Qader 
has been appointed Acting 
Mayor. 

Workers' rights 

M Workers at the White Ce¬ 
ment Arab Co. have called on 
the company's management to 
improve their work conditions, 
after an earlier appeal for such.: 
an improvement seems to have 
been ignored by the manage- 
t. This tit 


ment. 


time the workers 


have the General Union for 
Construction on their side and 
it is hoped that such a pressure 
will make management yield to 
their demands. These include a 
JD 15 raise to all workers be¬ 
cause of the increase in the cost 
of living and the establishment 
of a fund for sickness, death 
and retirement. These demands 
are only the latest and come af¬ 
ter the employees of the Bank 
of Jordan won their case for 
better living standards. 

Cigarettes and 
ghee! 

V Employees of the Dura Cus¬ 
toms have seized 300 boxes of 
foreign cigarettes that were to 
be sold on the black market. 
The boxes were hidden in an 
empty water tank at the bottom 
of a bus. The. smugglers were 
fined a sum of JD 8000. While 
the diligence of the customs au¬ 
thorities is to be commended, 
one should remember that 
banned cigarettes are sold all 
over the country, quite often 
under the noses of the authori¬ 
ties concerned. 

Meanwhile, employees of the 
Aqaba Customs have seized a 
large quantity of ghee packed in 
fuel containers and destined to 
restaurants in Amman. 

Hotels closed on 
health grounds 

U Three hotels have been 
closed in Amman by the Com¬ 
mittee of Public Safety because 
they did not meet the health and 
safety regulations. The hotels 
are Al Taj, Qasr Abedeen and 
Al Raed whom the committee 
said suffered from poor hygiene 
and cleanliness. Their closures 
reported in Al Ra i last week 
was part of an inspection cam¬ 
paign made by the committee 
on hotels, bakeries and confec¬ 
tioneries, some-, of whom it 
warned to clean up their acts or 
face the consequences. It is un¬ 
derstood that the comminee 


will become much more active 
as part of the authorities con¬ 
cern for health and safety. It is 
about time that food hygiene is 
taken seriously since a healthy 
society is also a productive 
one. 

Talks with the 
PLO 

M A majority of Israeli cabi¬ 
net ministers are in favor of di¬ 
rect talks with the PLO. ac¬ 
cording to one Labor member 
of the Knesset, Haggi Merom 
according to The Jerusalem 
Post. As well as Shimon Peres, 
other cabinet members includ¬ 
ed Moshe Shahal, Ora Namir, 
Uzi Bar- 
am. Da¬ 
vid Liba’i 
and Baiga 
ShohaL 
Mr Mer¬ 
om, who 
favors di¬ 
rect talks, 
called 
upon 
these 
members Eabm 
"... to 

come out of hiding, express 
their opinions openly, make an 
influence, join forces with the 
Mcretz ministers and obtain a 
majority in the break¬ 
through...." in the peace talks. 
But is this unlikely to happen. 
While Prime Minister Rabin 
says he is not in favor of direct 
talks, there are other important 
domestic factors which make 
him unlikely to do so. The op¬ 
position of the religious and 
right-wing parties, the on¬ 
going rift between Meretz. and 
Shas and the new public opin¬ 
ion poll public in Maariv, 
which shows that 50 percent of 
those interviewed are against 
direct talks with the PLO. 
However, what should worry 
foe-right is that the poll equally 
shows that a growing 38 per¬ 
cent of Jews believe that the 
Israeli government should 



open direct talks with the PLO. 
One wonders if this shows an 
initial breakthrough, or are 
opinion polls open to the 
whims of the electorate? 

Christian 
Committee calls 
for abolishing 
quota 

0 A Christian Committee for 
Electoral Reform is presently 
campaigning for an amendment 
in the electoral law with re¬ 
gards to the Christian Parlia¬ 
mentary quota. The committee 
is submitting a number of pro¬ 
posals to the Minister of Interi¬ 
or in August. These proposals 
either call on the minister to 
amend the law so that a Chris¬ 
tian, may have two votes, one 
for the Christian seats and one 
free vote, or to abolish the 
Christian Parliamentary seats 
altogether while introducing a 
one man, one vote system that 
is advocated by the Govern¬ 
ment 

If the Government chooses 
the last option, then it would be 
up to the : King to appoint Chris¬ 
tians if non were voted in. But 
the committee favors the last 
option because it says that 
Christian candidates would be 
chosen purely on their election 
program and not on their relig¬ 
ion according to Al Bilad 
This would make sure that 
those candidates would coke 
more care of their constituents 
rather than serving their beliefs 
and their parties, Mr Marwan 
Sawdah. coordinator of _ the. 
■ Committee^ was*quoted as;'Say-* 
ing. 

Mr Sawdah says that those 
deputies elected in Christian al¬ 


located seats are completely 
opposed ideologically to the 
Christian faith. 

A daily newspaper 
by end of month 

JK A new political daily, Akher 
Khobar is likely to hit the 
streets by the end of the month, 
joining the other three dailies 
Ad Dustour , Al Rai and Al 
Shaab. Right now, the manage¬ 
ment of Akher KJiabar is ar die 
final stage of preparation ready 
for take-off. It will be interest¬ 
ing to see, how the new paper 
will look like and compare to 
other dailies. Last time Bassem 
Sakijha, the publisher, tried to 
publish his paper was a year 
ago as a weekly. But it failed 
then and the reason, Mr Sakijha 
always said, was that he was re¬ 
fused a local printing licence. 

Another weekly is going dai¬ 
ly too. It is Akhbar Al Isbou , 
published by the affluent Jersah 
deputy Issa Rimouni. Mr Ri- 
mouni is an old hand in the 
publishing business with one 
weekly magazine, Al Raed Al 
Arabi, to his name. The maga¬ 
zine ceased to exist when Mr 
Rimouni bought the Jordanian 
licence of Akhbar Al Isbou two 
years ago. 

The weekly ; Al Ahall the 
mouthpiece of Al ShaabParty, 
is enthusiastic about having a 
one more daily, we are yet to 
wait and see. 

800,000 poor in 
the country 

‘■'• ■ft reptirf'jtistf'pubrished by: 
the Ministry ’of Social Develop-’ 
ment shows one in five Jordani¬ 
ans is living below the poverty 



line. It 
: shows that 
21.3 per¬ 
cent of the 
population 
for 1992 
were liv¬ 
ing below 
the pover¬ 
ty line, 
that is an Ms 
increase of v 
1.6 percent 

on 1991-figure of;20.1 percent; 
about 880,000 people. Of these 
about 273,000 were in absolute 
poverty, that is 6.6 percent of 
the population of Jordan. 

Those have a monthly in¬ 
come of JD 60, (about $78). 
Minister of Social Develop¬ 
ment Mr Mohammad Al Squor 
says that a number of factors 
account for this upward in- 
crease. 

The increase- in the cost of 
living, sluggish economic 
growth and. the Gulf War. 
which meant that Jordan had to 
take in hundreds of thousands 
of returnees. -This in. turn creat-. 
ed pressure on services and re¬ 
sulted m an increase in unem¬ 
ployment estimated at a 
100.000 as reported in Al Qu- 
dus daily.. .: .... 

The minister said that his 
ministry has a number of . pro¬ 
grams designed to deal with 
helping poor families and it is 
already handing out around JD 
50,000 a month to 26,000 fami¬ 
lies in need: in addition Gov¬ 
ernment has a number of loan 
schemes for self-help and small 
business ventures! : - 

In contrast the -number of 
millionaires in this country is 
put at 3,000 according to Al 
AhalL 
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THOUGH JORDAN, 
mains to be Ok? prime 
targf* of UN inspection 
naval ships foe Israelis 


I. 


this practice as Wtejenh 

saltin ' Post . said.. fast: 
week- It scents that the 
Israelis as -well- -tew*, 
readied an agftallfafc; 
point similar to that ex- 
perfaueed ..by Jordan, 
over, the UN’s inspection 
. practices for ships wtfip: 
ing : foe Gulf of 
They have rcc*n%. 
made a very . strong; 
protest to Dennis Ross, 
heading the. peace 4alfe. 
committee and. to : the 
United Nations. Fpf: foe r 
last month* French and; 
American UN •: tt&vfii: 
forces have been search¬ 
ing Eilat-bound Israeli \ 
ships, under foci :UN 7 
sanctions that forbid (he 
supply of weapons and 
ammunition to Iraq, the/: 
article, said. However; f 
according to Eilat’s 1 dep 1 -: 
uty mayor and harbor 
master Philip Earoivfhe 
monitors refused to! 
search cargo ships 
con taine rs stacked more 
than force high, forcing 
the Israeli ships with: 
higher cargo to divert to 
Haifa or AshdodL 
Six ships have so far 
been* refused entry tafif-; 
lat.! Other harassment 
includes the conditions 
set by foe UN which pre¬ 
vents night searching 
and that has caused 
ships costly overnight 
delays. Enron, the har¬ 
bor master, blasted UN; 
Secretary General Bob- ‘ 
tros Boutros-Ghali}, abd 
suggested that- as -an- 
Egyptian he may have 
ulterior motives 'For-db 
verting ships through 
foe Suez Canal. ■ 
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Endemic water shortage 

Continued from page 1 


southern Jordan, which already 
provides irrigation water to 
farms in the south, is under 
study to determine the feasibili¬ 
ty of providing water for do¬ 
mestic use in die Amman and 
Zarqa areas. But the cost of 
dragging water from the south 
to Amman will be enormous 
according to recent studies. 

"We expect the results {will 
show] that we will be able to 
proceed with the design of the 
piping system to Amman," said 
Quotaishat, "which should 
transport a sufficient quantity . 
to Amman, The quantity is not 
exactly detennined, but it is a 
huge projectl" 

The Disi project will include 
water supply models for 50 and 
100 years, and if employed to 
supply Amman, would require 
380 km of pipeline, at the cost 
of $1 million per kilometer. 

The Disi is a non-renewable 
source, Quotaishat explained,. 
so when it's gone, it's gone. 

Despite these projects to har¬ 
ness more surface water and 
tap underwater- source, the 
amount of available water still 
will not meet the national de- . 
mand. A . water budget plan 
produced by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation for theV 
1991-2005 period shows that 
by the year 2005, Jordan's wa¬ 
ter demand will reach at least 


1.638 million cubic meters, 
while foe water deficit will 
reach 574 million cubic.meters,, 
assuming "that all -the potential 
and available resources in'Jor¬ 
dan would be developed.". V' 

As for now, foe ministry'is', 
struggling to alleviate foe im¬ 
mediate problems created by 
the shortage: 

Quotaishat and Mutazz Bfl-. 
. beisi, undersecretary of the 
ministry. told-Tke Star that in 
the last few years; the ministry 
has relied on resources such as 
the Wala water wells, an in¬ 
crease in supply from foe : wafer 
well system in foe Azraq .and 
HaJfebat areas and, on an in¬ 
crease in supply from the Zai 
water treatment plant which 
, comes from foe Jordan Valley 
pumping station, all of which 
provided a 25 percent increase 
in available water coming to 
Amman, from those sources, in 
addition lo the sources within 
. Amman. -i 

Whax does thlsincreasedsup-; 
ply combined with increased' 
toand and cost of farther de¬ 
velopment of water resources 
mean to Jordanians in terms of 
their quarterly water bills?; 

"Ifs better-if we avoid, .that 
subject," Quotaishat told The 
Star. M 


Three women to run in 
November elections 

Continued from page 1 


electoral law are necessary pre¬ 
conditions for women's admis¬ 
sion to Parliament. Constitut¬ 
ing 50 percent of Jordanian 
society, women are a political 
power which should have cor¬ 
responding-political representa¬ 
tion, Abu Axnara told 77ie Star. 

An Arabic language teacher 
for almost two decades and one 
of foe authors of an Arabic lan¬ 
guage faxtbook. Abu Amara is 
devoting her program to right¬ 
ing women's illiteracy, whose 
rate, she stressed, has soared to 
30 percent. She added that the 
rate reaches up to 90 percent in 
some districts in' foe heart of 
Amman. 

Aisha Al Kba>yaja. an inde¬ 
pendent representative, refused 
to discuss her program. 

Further developments regard- - 
ing the women's quota and the 
electoral Taw will be. decisive 
in finalizing foe range of worn- ■ 
en's. participation in Pariiamen- , 
tary elections. WhUe the major- - 
ity of women believe that their 
.social and political fiberation is - 
related to the establishment of 
protective . institutions' and . 
laws* suchias Ul ininistty^ for .: 
women affairs, national strate- _ 


gy for supporting women and 
women's quota for Parliament 
tary and Government posts, 
others see free competition with 
male candidates as a basic hu¬ 
man right of every woman. . al 
Tordanian women do nor 
need quota or a ministry to look 
after their affairs," said Iyad 
Qattan, the director of the. Roy¬ 
al Cultural Centre. "Article-16 
of the Constitution secures their 
right to elect and to be elected." 
He added that women should 
be lobbying for legislation that 
will, help-them address ;.real 
problems in society. ■ 


Violinist Teacher 
Wanted 

To give lessons to 
an 8-year-old child. 

Interested please 
call 679-437 after 
8 pm daily 
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Laith Shbeilat 




Let the games begin! 

Ml Iis official. Parliamentary elections will be held this 
year after His Majesty the King decreed that elections for 
DK Lowdr House of Parliament will be held in accordance 
with the law. But which law? First the Government will 
have (o set a date for the elections, sometime in November, 
Observers say. The Government will have to make its posi- 
uon clear on die present electoral law, which according to 
senior officials, will be ammended. But in order for the 
Government of Dr Abdel Sal am Majali to do this, it will 
have to neutralize the present Par liame nt, which although 
in recess, can still meet in an extraordinary session to torpe¬ 
do Government attempt to change the law. This leaves one 
course of action for the King: To dissolve Parliament. 

A state of apprehension and expectation now hinges over 
the political scene. Deputies have made their objections 
clear to any legislative amendment to the electoral law in 
their ^absence. So did most of the Senators who met with 
the King two weeks ago. On a popular level, the issue ap¬ 
pears to have been demoted from die public's list of priori¬ 
ties — except for hopeful candidates and political parties. 
The public is more concerned with making a decent living 
at these difficult times. A Petra News Agency poll claims 
that over 50 percent of the population favors a one man, 
one vote system — although not many know what the sys¬ 
tem means. 

Meanwhile, political parties, independent candidates and 
deputies are gearing up for the election campaign, which 
promises to be one of the most educational, entertaining 
and expensive campaigns in Jordan's political history. The 
good news is that die elections always give a boost to the 
local economy. The bad news is that most of these money 
goes to waste — but what's new? 

Trimming the bureaucratic jungle 

U Minister of State for Legal Affairs Dr Khaled A1 Zouhi 
has told Ad Dustour newspaper that the 
Government is drafting a law to define 
the jurisdictions of the Council of Minis¬ 
ters in accordance with the Constitution. 

The minister said the draft aims at sim¬ 
plifying work procedures where the Cab¬ 
inet will delegate powers to ministerial 
committees specializing in services, fi¬ 
nancial and economic issues among oth¬ 
ers. Dr Zouhi added that ministers will 
be handed powers and authorities that are Zou Tfi 
now limited to the Council of Ministers- If 
this taw is adopted then it will represent a quantum leap in 
administrative reform. Bureaucratic red tape has haunted 
Jordanians for decades and it's high time that the .Govern¬ 
ment took serious steps to trim the bureaucratic jungle. But 
one wonders if the cause of reform will be servo! by dis¬ 
pensing additional authority to Government ministers. That 
objective will be met only if you had able ministers in the 
right posts in the first place — we wonder. 

Jordanians, Palestinians get their act 
together - - . ** 

M Who knows if peace is right around the comer, or if the 
Palestinians will take over the running of their own affairs 
in the Occupied Territories within the coining months. But 
just in case, Jordanians and Palestinians have f aketr a sym¬ 
bolic step, albeit an important one, towards the final goal of 
confederation between Jordan and the future Palestinian en¬ 
tity. On Monday members of the Joint Jordanian- 
Palesdnian Higher Committee, meeting for the first time 
since its inception a month ago, agreed to set up six techni¬ 
cal committees to deal with different aspects of common bi¬ 
lateral issues ranging from Jerusalem to 
refugees, security, economy and legisla¬ 
tions. The Jordanian side was headed by 
Information Minister Maan Abu Nowar, 
while the Palestinian side was presided 
by Mahmond Abbas, member of the Ex¬ 
ecutive Committee of the PLO. 

The two sides also agreed to set up a 
permanent situation room to exchange in¬ 
formation and coordinate positions. The 
two teams were later received by Prime Ross 
Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali, who was 
briefed on the results of the committee's meeting. 

While Jordanians and Palestinians were talking about fu¬ 
ture confederation, Washington Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross was continuing his shuttle diplomacy between 
Arab capitals and Occupied Jerusalem, which he began last 
Thursday. Mr Ross met with HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
on Monday and discussed issues relating to the peace pro¬ 
cess including the controversial US draft proposal on prin¬ 
ciples and interim Palestinian self government Mr. Ross, 
who was accompanied by newly appointed US ambassador 
to Israel and Assistant Secretary of State Mr Edward Djere- 
jian, was reported to have said that the draft, rejected by 
Palestinians, could be modified. Reports said that the PLO, 
following an Egyptian advice, has suggested modifications 
to the proposals. Mr Ross met in Amman with head of the 
Palestinian team, Mr Faisal Husseini, before leaving for Je- 
- rusalem to meet with the rest of the Palestinian team. 

In an unrelated matter, the Amman based Palestinian/ 
Jordanian journalist Ghazi Saadi, surprised us all by giving 
a live telephone interview to an Arab talk show on Israeli 
Television this week. The program hosted two Palestinians, 
Dawood Kuttab and Samih A1 Qasem, along with Mr Saa¬ 
di, and dealt with the proposed Palestinian television sta- ' 

t3 °The fact that Mr Saadi appeared on Israeli TV angered an 
overzealous Jordanian Press Association. Naturally, it is 
considering punitive measures against Mr Saadi!_ 
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As if life is not difficult enough, Jordanians commuting dai¬ 
ly from the suburbs and nearby towns to and from Amman go 
through pains just to get a decent public transport. TOeprob. 
lem fe affecting thousands of residents In Zarica, Rus seif^ Su- 
weileh and others. Whether it Isjumroer or winto% fei^g 
uublic transportation is ah everyday nightmare. Hie Public 
TransportCorp. is partly to blame. It doesn't have enough 
; fimdMl run Sough buses, regularly and onfime between 
these areas and Amman. Plans to privatize the PTCare not go- 
nganywhere. Critics say if the corporation^® private,peo- 
nle will have to pay more to get a bus nde. That maybe right, 
but we Set bimwill run on time and there will be more of 
. teem replacing small private bases with 

? bigger ones will help bring the cost down. 


The making of an 
Islamic politician 
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Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 

Industry and exports 

■ Industrial production in Jordan has yielded JD 1.7 bil¬ 
lion in the last two years, said Minister of Industry and 
Trade, Dr Bassam Al Saket. The minister emphasized the 
need to develop ongoing efforts to expand Jordan's export 
markets. Dr Saket indicated that Jordan's loss of tradi¬ 
tional income from expatriates' remittances and Arab aid 
has heightened the need for the implementation of effec¬ 
tive export development programs. The minister praised 
the increased export potential of the pharmaceutical sec¬ 
tor which produced JD 55 million in exports, accounting 
for 13 percent of the Jordan's export account. He said 
that the first quarter or this year has brought in JD 144 
million in paid up capital for registering new companies 
against last year's JD 90 million (industrial sector compa¬ 
nies accounted for 48 percent of the registering compa¬ 
nies). Dr Saket said that the Government intends to com¬ 
plement the successful economic programs of the past 
Government. 

RJ launches GaliNeo 

■ Royal Jordanian Chief Executive Officer Mr Mah¬ 
moud Jamal Balqez inaugurated the Galillco reservations 
system in Jordan on Wednesday. Tourist operators and 
professionals working in related sectors attended the 
event, which took place at the Forte Grand Hotel. Galil¬ 
leo, an advanced airline, hotel and car rental booking sys¬ 
tem, has been launched as an automated reservation sys¬ 
tem especially set up to serve the Arab world market 
under the trade name "Galilleo/Arab". The Information 
resources available on the Galilleo system brings together 
the passenger's travel plans where (light, hotel and rental 
car bookings details can be done on the network automat¬ 
ically and the passenger's file is saved on the network to 
be accessed anywhere in the world. RJ is the authorized 
dealer for Galilleo worldwide, including its marketing, in¬ 
stallation, support, training and operation. The Interna¬ 
tional system of Galilleo is serving members through 40 
centers in the North America, Latin America. Europe. 
South Africa, Southeast Asia, Australia and the Middle 
East. The system offers information on more than 400 in¬ 
ternational Airlines. Arab airlines with memberships in 
the Galilleo system include Saudi Arabia. Yemen, Egypt 
Air, UAE, Iraq, Kuwait, Middle East. Libvan, Syrian, 
and RJ. 

Polish Jordanian relations 

■ When Eastern Europe was starting its economic liber¬ 
alization and adjustment program, Poland had already 
gone through the pre-stages towards a Tree market econo¬ 
my.. And being, first has helped a lot: "Polish industries 
are today quite advanced among Eastern European na¬ 
tions and the country's relations with Western Europe 
and the US have seen an excellent turn around," says Mr 
Andrzej Humpich, commercial attache at the Embassy of 
Poland in Amman. Poland's trade relations with Jordan 
have also improved much under a general trade agree¬ 
ment. Although bilateral trade has fluctuated in the last 
ten years, its structure remained intact A barter agree¬ 
ment of Jordanian phosphate for Polish sulphur and a va¬ 
riety of industrial and livestock imports were undertaken. 
Polish exports to Jordan increased dramatically to $9 mil¬ 
lion in the late 1980s. By 15192 Poland's exported $9.5 mil¬ 
lion of sanitary fittings, agricultural pesticides, wood 
products, zinc and cars. The Polish has been wining tend¬ 
ers for projects in Jordan such as $18 million turnkey 
project to set up a steel foundry in Irbid and fuel tanks 
for the Alia International Airport. Jordan exported $40 
million worth of phosphates to Poland in 1989. This figure 
went down dramatically by 1992 to only $4 million. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Deputy 
Laith Shbeilat-is one of the 
most controversial Indepen¬ 
dent Islamists in the Jordani- 
- an political aroia today. The 
US educated engineer appeals 
to a wide sector of the electo¬ 
rate, especially in his prized 
Third Amman District. He 
talked last week .to The Saw's 
Dr Marwan Al Asmar. Fol¬ 
lowing are excerpts. 

The Star: How are you differ¬ 
ent as an Islamist from the 
Muslim Brotherhood? 
Shbeilat: I can’t but say that I 
am nor different. Maybe my 
trend is different, my under¬ 
standing of the message, in 
what I think is the proper Is¬ 
lamic manner. I claim that my 
understanding is the cornea un¬ 
derstanding. By the way others 
do not contend that my under¬ 
standing is not the correct one; 
on die contrary you wouldn't 
find a critic of my understand¬ 
ing from within- the Islamic 
movement in general. Now 
why don't others do what I am 
doing is something that is left 

to a third party to judge. 

But would yon say that you 
represent a liberal Islamic 
trend? 

1 am very liberal, but 1 am 
very strict too, [and] people 
don't feel that because the 
strictness is on myself. I am the 
target of my strictness...but I 
am liberal with others. To be a 
true Muslim, you should be lib¬ 
eral_that's how I feel, because 

you can't impose your ideas on 
others ... it's as simple as that. 
Now ■ the difference between 
myself and others is that I see a 
difference between one’s role 
as a missionary, which is a non 
political activity, and one's role 
as an Islamic politician. The 
latter is a politician who advo¬ 
cates justice based on the 
heavenly message, whose roots 
actually are the same in Chris- 
tianity and Islam .— anybody 
who has the same perspective 
of man, die universe, hfe and 
Creator, which is identical in 
Islam and Christianity— if you 
base- your socio-economic 
views and ideas on this outlook 
you come out with a just sys¬ 
tem that I think represents Is¬ 
lam, and I think also true Chris¬ 
tians would see it representing 
Christianity. - 

Will you be running -for 
elections as an independent 
or on party platform and 
what will be tout strategy-? 

I don’t have a special strate¬ 
gy, I have been incumbent for 
the last 12 years. _2 years in die 
National Consultative Council 
and 10 maybe in Parliament. I 
think my performance wifi de¬ 
termine whether the public will 
elect me or not. I wfll be run¬ 
ning independently but Ill con¬ 
sider any coalition between any 
candidate regardless if he is an 
Islamic or a nationalist or what 
else... who see the danger of the 
coming so-called peace proces. 

Which voters will you be 
seeking to attract knowing 
that you already have' a 
broad body of support? 

I am very proud to have a 
very broad support As an Isla¬ 
mist, this proves to me that my 
Islamic understanding is cor¬ 
rect When you are true with 
your thoughts, others trust you 
although they don’t necessarily 
bear the same opinions. Thai's 
why I will still be appealing to 
all sectors of society and that's 
why I chose to run in the most 
difficult district for an Islamist 
like I have done before^ which 
is the Third District .'When I. 
have done it the last time peo¬ 
ple said that I committed sui¬ 
cide, but it turned out tbat.I re¬ 
ceived die highest percentage 
of votes in Jordan. I ■ haven't 
changed ... ■ I -claim that .1 
haven't changed.' I hope- that 
they (the ' voters) will not 
change. 

• What is your objective evat 
nation of the last'Parliament? 

' I think it was a‘flop. We 
worked very hkrd in the previ¬ 
ous Parliament to pressure tbfr 
Government to grf into general 
elections part of our efforts 
succeeded, other events also 
helped and then when this Par¬ 
liament came we thought 1 it wffl 
fill its position^.-: you’d feel its 
wright, but it didn't. At the ben 
ginning we seemed as if we are 
taking our position, but eventu¬ 
ally we faded away because in 
general, P arliamencwians chose 
not to fill their poatibns'prqp- 
eriy but a lot of than compro¬ 


mised their posi- 
• dons for ministeri¬ 
al ones or bro¬ 
kered deals for 
their relatives or 
their friends with 
the Government 
and they moved to 
become an inte¬ 
gral pan of the 
clan. They used * 
the country by 
reaping benefits 
for their clan. 

But would you 
agree that the 
Government has 
made headway in 
the democratic 
process by legal¬ 
izing political 
parties and push¬ 
ing for the press 
and publication Shbeilat 
law? 

No. I think die 
Government is not serious 
about the democratic process. I 
think what the Government 
wants is to maintain its ongoing 
policies but with a democratic 
decoration. That's why die 
Government is intolerant to any 
real change... the trend has not 
changed; liberties are still 

abused_people are still being 

anested without ... (access ro 
their) lawyers. Government is 
protecting corruption definite¬ 
ly. I can say that because one 
of the main reasons for what 
bad happened to me is that I 
was serious in fighting corrup¬ 
tion and after what happened to 
me I don't think that anybody 
would dare again think of fight¬ 
ing corruption. So the democra¬ 
cy that we're seeing is a visual 
democracy. The press and the 
media in general do not cover 
my views, for example, I held a 
press conference once and I 
said these are my views, I defy 
yon to publish them tomor¬ 
row... no body published them. 
Maybe in English yes ... you're 
read by a.few thousand foreign¬ 
ers to whom we like to sell de¬ 
mocracy.... 

Do you favor the present 
electoral system or would yon 
favor a change? 

When this electoral system 
was passed I registered a writ¬ 
ten opposition in the previous 
Parliament. But I stick to this 
'system when I see what the 
others are proposing. I chal¬ 
lenged this system because I 
thought it would diminish the 
role of Parliamentarians ... to 
dwarf the candidate. Now, 
what is proposed by the Gov¬ 
ernment will tear down the 
country into clans, tribes and 
sects and we will not be build¬ 
ing a nation but we will be go¬ 
ing back into a tribal/clan sys¬ 
tem.- 

' What about women in Par¬ 
liament. Do you think women 
should geta quota? 

I don't think anybody should 
have a quota. But certainly 
women should be in Parliament 
and I would certainly support a 
competent woman running for 
Parliament and I have records 
proving that women have much 
more stronger stands than men. 

The economy. Would you 
favor a more interventionist 
approach by the Government 
or would yon want a system 
based on capitalist enter¬ 
prise? 

I would go for the real Amer¬ 
ican system, not the American 
system that's applied now. I 
would go to the George Wash¬ 
ington/Alexander Hamilton 

system. It's not a monetary sys¬ 
tem, but real physical economic 
wealth. The true American sys¬ 
tem was designed to counter 
the imperialist British econom¬ 
ic system of free market,which 
Was' drawn 7 by functionaries 
like Adam Smith of the East In¬ 
dies Company, whose aim was 
to maintain British hegemony 
oyer previous colonies espe¬ 
cially die US. Ironically, the 
US dropped their noble eco¬ 
nomic system and adopted the 
free m a rk et system to serve an ; 
imperialist America rather than - 
the America that was champion 
of the independence movement 
all over toe world. Today’s 
monetary system of free trade 
and opoQ market is. a system. 
Whrie those with die money, 
the usurers, are making the 
quick profit without creating 
real weahh,' while real physical 
economy is not being- built. 
Even America is in trouble to¬ 
day because of this. Now if the 
US has a problem with its sys¬ 
tem. what will happen to a 



small country' like ours if it 
takes such ‘ policies. 1 favor a 
system that is dirigiste, not 
very dirigiste like the commu¬ 
nist system, maybe not like the 
US or Britain, but more like the 
German or the Japanese who 
are being forced out of their 
dirigiste capitalist system. 

You will be surprised to 
know that although we criticize 
the utmost liberalism of Milton 
Friedman, who wants mini¬ 
mum government, the system 
that I look for is really mini¬ 
mum government, but cot in 
the way Friedman wants where 
people with money have a field 
day. The system I want is one 
that builds the social instru¬ 
ment, the civil society, the 
funds wakaf that run our 
schools, universities, hospitals. 
We were a society run by funds 
and civil forces controlling 
these funds, that’s why the op¬ 
pressors couldn't destroy our 
civilization [because] people 
were not tied to government, 
we'd like to go back to that. 

"■'■’■Sin what about unemploy¬ 
ment? What policies would 
you advocate to bring down 
unemployment? 

This is a very big question 
for a candidate who is running 
alone. Unemployment is one of 
the byproducts of the real con¬ 
dition [that] cannoi be solved 
by addressing the secondary is¬ 
sue. It is a byproduct of the 
whole economic system. When 
our system rams to be one that 
builds real wealth and not a 
system that provides a field day 
for those with money or at the 
financial market, where some¬ 
body is robbing somebody.... 
Under an Islamic economic 
system you cannot make profit 
until money is met with true la¬ 
bor. When money intermarriag¬ 
es with labor, you have a legal 
child which is profit but whetf 
money goes into an adulterous 
affair with the same sex which 
is money, then you're robbing 
somebody by adopting an ille¬ 
gitimate child. 

Jordan is following an IMF 
sponsored economic reform 
program. How do you feel 
about that? 

I oppose it completely. The 
IMF does not have an agenda 
to see Jordan healthy; it is a 
main conspirator with other in¬ 
stitutions that allowed the af¬ 
fairs in Jordan and in die Third 
World to arrive at the condi¬ 
tions that we are in. The only 
bank managers that are reward¬ 
ed for giving loans that cannot 
be paid are the IMF and the 
World Bank and other interna¬ 
tional development banks. 
Their policies are that yon 
should give loans to countries 
in such a manner that they can¬ 
not pay them back so that you 
come back to these countries 
and enforce your conditions 
which go way beyond the capa¬ 
bilities of .the countries. The 
conditions go as far back as 
achieving the agenda of the ec¬ 
onomic system that you are 
serving as an IMF. 

The whole world is being run 
in an anti Christian manner.... 
in a capitalistic, racist manner 
where several million people 
want to rob the world and let 
the others die. They claim that 
earth resources are finite. This 
is not true, they are finite only 
according to the level of tech¬ 
nology — man is created ac¬ 
cording to the image of the 
Lord, nan is the only creative 
species and whenever man 
■ moves from a technology to an¬ 
other the resources of the world 
are redefined. True Christianity, 
true Islam is true humanitarian 
where every human being 
counts. 


Your view on the New- 
World Order and in particu¬ 
lar of American hegemony— 

There is nothing new about 
the New World Order; it is an 
old order that is renewed every 
now and then whenever one of 
the powers gets more powerful 
and the other goes down. It's an 
order where the victors, the im¬ 
perialists, divide the loot ... 
now we are the looL This is the 
New World Order and a new- 
world government is being 
formed where the United Na¬ 
tions Charter is being abused. 
We joined the UN as sovereign 
nations, but now 1 we are told 
sony, this agreement is null, 
you have no sovereignty over 
several issues. But the New- 
World Order is going to be a 
failure, a flop. 

How would you evaluate 
the pace process so far and do 
you think the Americans and 
the Israelis are committed to 
peace? 

The only progress in the 
prace process is taking place on 
the Arab side negatively. The 
Israelis are not c hanging then- 
position, the Americans are not 
changing, the only ones who 
are changing are the Arab gov¬ 
ernments. That is why it is a 
surrendering process. The 
Americans were never commit¬ 
ted to peace, not tinder Clinton, 
not under any administration in 
my lifetime. The Israelis are not 
committed also. But history is 
repeating itself and the Israelis 
are driving themselves to sui¬ 
cide again. The only way not to 
commit suicide is to integrate 
with the people you live with. 
The Israelis could not integrate 
in the past hundreds and thou¬ 
sands of years in any society 
they lived in. So they came and 
made a society in a pan of the 
world they should integrate in. 
But they don't want to integrate 
with anybody. The only way 
they could live is by not being 
foreigners. Arab Jews lived 
with us for a very long time and 
they were not foreigners. They 
were pan of our civilization as 
long as they accepted it. But Zi¬ 
onism came and gave them a 
new perspective 

But what other choice, oth¬ 
er than the peace process, do 
we have as Arabs? 

To resist. No body bates 
peace, no body likes wars, but 1 
would resist anybody who 
comes to take my home. They 
kick me out of the garden and 
then further to the neighbor's 
garden and then I ask to go 
back even to my garden... I am 
labelled as a terrorist and as a 
fanatic. M 
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UN fiasco in Somalia 

ONE CANNOT escape the feeling that something extremely wrong is happening 
with the UN humanitarian mission in Somalia. Instead of feeding the hungry, caring 
for the dying, sick and wounded, the United Nations is finding itself bogged down in 
Somaliland's morass of civil strife, ancient tribal wars and needless bloodletting. If 
anything, the UN has become a party to an internal conflict, when it should have re¬ 
mained neutral while putting its good offices to work to bring a peaceful end to So¬ 
malia's ongoing nightmare. 

The UN’s fiasco in Somalia is symptomatic of the disease that the international or¬ 
ganization has been caught in eversince the end of the Gulf War. It is no longer able 
to see the world, and the events that shape it, from an impartial stand. Even in the 
days of US-Soviet competition, the UN was able to take courageous stands that were 
viewed by the majority of nations as closer to being balanced and neutral. But today, 
it is the United States and its allies that steer the mammoth organization. Therefore, 
from an American perspective, Somalia's problems are not the sordid outcome of a 
historical/cuitural/colonial legacy, but a typical case of the good and bad guys with 
the US riding high to uproot the bad guys. 

This is what makes Gen. Aideed a criminal and a fugitive in his own country, 
while other generals and chieftains are good guys "so long as they're on out side." 

No wonder that the same Somalis who once received American GIs with open 
arms, are now chasing them out of their country. No wonder that the Americans, the 
Italians and others in the UN uniforms don't understand this phenomenon. America's 
panacea to Somalia's sickness is to use extra fire- power, to carry out air raids on 
Mogadishu and to offer cash rewards to anyone who would deliver Aideed dead or 
alive! 

And then what? If Aideed is caught and done with, does Somalia go back to its 
days of honey and milk? Will the militias disarm themselves and go back to plough¬ 
ing their barren Fields? Or will the United States bring the warring chiefs under arms 
to the negotiating table and force them to sign so that Somalis can have 100 years of 
peace? 

America has hijacked the United Nations and by doing so it has sentenced that or¬ 
ganization to doom. A world government run out of its New York office on the Hud¬ 
son River is too ambitious a dream to come true. If Somalia, a ghost of a country, 
was able to reject UN hegemony, what would the rest of the world do? 

Since the Gulf War, and America’s victory over the Soviet Union, and the birth of 
the so-called New World Order, the UN has been repeating its failures on a daily ba¬ 
sis. Somalia and Bosnia are now classical cases. Both are a proof of UN's hypocrjl- 
cy, duplicity and political surrender. ■ 
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To the editor: 

THE OTHER day I was sitting 
in the kitchen enjoying a meal 
of crispy potato fries. As I was 
dipping a piece of potato into 
ketchup sauce something struck 
me. I ran to the refrigerator and 
opened it Inside two bottles of 
ketchup stood still. I took one 
and stared at the bottle's label. 
"Made in Lebanon" the label 
proudly announced. I was not 
surprised at that, as ! always 
buy Lebanese ketchup from the 
supermarket. What gave tne the 
strange feeling, however, was 
the connection my mind made 
with a piece of news 1 read, just 
half an hour before lunch. The 
story was about the dumping of 
thousands of tons of Jordanian 
tomatoes. 

But as 1 stood, staring at the 
imported ketchup bottle" 1 real¬ 
ly fell bewildered. "What on 
earth would a poor Jordan val¬ 
ley farmer think of me if he 
sees me eating imported tomato 
ketchup." j thought to imself. 
"the least thing he would prob¬ 
ably do is pick up one of the to¬ 
matoes he grew with a lot of la¬ 
bour. love and care, then saw 
retting awav in ruthless Jordan 


valley sun waiting in rum on 
the factory's gate, and throw it 
in my face." 

I went back to the table and 
started thinking. I remember 
once buying a Jordanian bottle 
of ketchup which I never re¬ 
peated again because of its in¬ 
ferior quality. The ketchup in¬ 
side 'was all clogged up. it 
didn't taste like good ketchup 
and the subsrance started to 
separate after a few days into 
two distinct materials: a heavy 
paste which sunk to the bottom, 
and a watery sauce above. 1 ac¬ 
tually remembered telling my 
mother to use it for spaghetti 
cooking, which she did with 
considerable success'. 

The evening of that day 
brought more surprises. I was 
shopping in one of Amman's 
niini-markets when, still think¬ 
ing about ketchup/tomato- 
relaled matters, a big shelf full 
of red bottles grabbed my atten¬ 
tion. A myriad of American. 
Malaysian. Egyptian. Leba¬ 
nese. Bulgarian and Indian 
brand names invaded my eyes. 

I was confronted with names 
like "Auntie Thelma's Secret 
Tomato Sauce". "Special Pizza 
Sauce". "Red Hot Tomato 


Ketchup" etc... I realized that 
Jordan should enter the Gui- 
ness book of records. 

What amazed me even more 
was that people were happily 
grabbing the bottles, of differ¬ 
ent shapes and sizes, by the 
catt-fijlL 

I roamed aimlessly between 
the shelves, wondering about 
the kind of country we are liv¬ 
ing in. A country that imports 
ketchup, dumbs it own tomato 
produce and does not have the 
ability for will, perhaps) to pro¬ 
duce a decent bottle of regular 
tomato ketchup. I don't claim to 
be an expert in economy, but I 
think that this situation throws 
all economic theories in a gar¬ 
bage container. 

As I reached the vegetable 
section, my eyes fell on the pile 
of tomatoes offered for sale. 
L T pon closer examination I real¬ 
ized that from all the pile, may¬ 
be only a handful of tomatoes 
were fit for human consump¬ 
tion. The rest were all rotten, 
squashed and deformed. I felt 
as if a truck full of "cooked" 
Jordan valley tomatoes was un¬ 
loaded on my head! ■ 

Ahamd Humeid, Amman 
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By Kbairi Janbek 

NOW THAT we are at the 
dawn of a new era, the peace 
dividend is expected to be 
largely profitable and to bring 
hope and aspirations to hearts 
and souls burdened by gloom 
and despondency for a very 
long For. generations bora 
in war and known nothing but a 
perpetual state of -war, the po-~ 
tential of peace, and the pro¬ 
cess of • beating arms into 
ploughshares is a delicate and 
detrimental matter on which 
the whole issue of capitalizing 
on the gains of peace may rest. 
For the potential of squander¬ 
ing die opportunities (hat may 
arise are always dangerously 
lurking around the corner in 
our social system. 

It is not the know-how and 
all round expertise that we lack 
in our society but rather the 
lack of tradition of civility and 
correct patterns of thought that 
have been mostly our handi¬ 
caps. Clinging to illogical and 
useless anachronistic ideas in 
the name of God or conven¬ 
tions are mostly neither godly 
nor contributory to stable con¬ 
ventional society. One has to 
question the monolithic imposi¬ 
tion of faith in a society that 
should pride itself on uphold¬ 
ing the freedom of fiu'th and re¬ 
ligious practice. The tribal affil¬ 
iation system does not fair any 
better when one approaches the 
end of the 20th Century. To 
pride oneself for belonging to a 
family or an extended family is 
an individual choice that re¬ 
quires no moral judgement, but 
when a whole system is built 
on the lineage affair as a source 
of social mobility and superior¬ 
ity to the laws of the land then 
the rot has to be extracted be¬ 
fore it sets and stagnates a sys¬ 
tem like ours which is attempt¬ 
ing to build by a society of 
meritocracy and proper place¬ 
ment 

It is not a sign of strength, 
but rather of weakness for an 
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individual to be only existing 
because of his tribal or lineage 
associations. It is very hard to 
find anyone who would admit 
to be from the capital Amman 
without sensing a feeling of 
shame in their behavior for fear 
of bring perceived as a person 
without origin, although all of 
us love Amman, use and abuse 
it many times. 

A collective myopia and re¬ 
gionalism does not contribute 
to the cause of democracy, nor 
can be eradicated by democrat¬ 
ic practices. The? solution is re¬ 
lentless efforts to educate, open 
the system for truthful informa¬ 
tion, and allow the freedom of 
cultural exchanges to determine 
the balance that our society 
may achieve, and then perhaps 
we can eliminate the false per¬ 
ceptions of grandeur that many 
of us comfort ourselves with 
through failure and ignorance, 
as an opiate that brings them 
back to old civilisation, which 
they neither know much about 
nor understand the fact that 
there dream civilisation was the 
one that brought the world, sci¬ 
ences, literature, philosophy, 
and above all humanitarian tra¬ 
ditions rather than what they 
espouse in terms of impotence, 
dictatorship, and reactionary in¬ 
dolence. 

One normally questions the 
benefit and wisdom of a Parlia¬ 
ment that spent its term dis¬ 
cussing the length and size of 
the female attire .and male- 


. female relationships without 
bothering to appraise thofunda¬ 
mental questions that affect our 
society , as a whole. To veil 
women , and the better half of 
our society behind the stone 
walls of silence and .private 
hells in The name of protection 
from- the eyes of the opposite 
sex is merely symptomatic of a 
very sick society that needs 
therapy, and that is not in any 
way the fault of women. If a 
working and contributing wom¬ 
an in our social system cannot 
feel confident in the street, her 
job, and working environment, 
then it is. the social mentality 
that needs engineering and not 
the attitude of the Jordanian 
woman. 

No matter how many at¬ 
tempts are made to develop and 
qualitatively improve the civil 
service in our country, the fact 
remains that the philosophy of 
service .remains in its most ba¬ 
sic form still. It is imperative 
that any civil servant should un¬ 
derstand that he/she, are public 
employees whose salaries are 
paid by the general public and 
whose employers are alio the 
employees of the public at 
large/ To deny or ignore this 
simple premise can only lead to 
a larger gap and more aliena¬ 
tion between the bureaucracy 
and the Jordanian citizen who 
deserves a far superior service 
if one considers foe amount of 
taxes, direct and indirect paid 
by us. The ethic of service must 


be enhanced by words and 
deeds in our various bureaucra¬ 
cies if we are to leap success-- 
- fully into foe 21 st Century. 

: To trust the Tecent innova¬ 
tions in technology is also a 
must for our society.. To have 
■ and acquire the most advanced 
equipment requires good train¬ 
ing and responsibility in order 
to stop . any possibilities of 
waste and squandering of re¬ 
sources that neither the people 
nor the Government can afford. 
A change in the use of technol¬ 
ogy requires also a compatible 
change in the mode of drought 
and behavior patterns. Recruit¬ 
ment in die field of high-tech 
cannot be limited anymore to 
certain monopolies, and as in a 
convergence society and con¬ 
sensus environment the gap be¬ 
tween the private and public 
sector caiinot be allowed to 
'reach large gaps in financial 
and responsibility matters. A 
change in attitudes towards re¬ 
sponsibility and sense of be¬ 
longing are of paramount im¬ 
portance. 

The ideal of political maturity 
still stands a very long way 
away. One even wonders tf 
there is such a target or not 
The fact that there is a Parlia¬ 
ment and countless many politi¬ 
cal parties including the ones 
with schisms is only indicative 
that the state aspires to become 
democratic and not the ultimate 
of democracy. To have always 
choruses of politicians of all 


creeds at the 

formats of condmaiUbh^Mi,, - 

iJ5i dirilluktOB 

jortianian citizen whose tBafo 

concerns 

are very ftHich. tfetawttt JnghP 
. the pseudcy^realhies 

condone and wjfc'-F. 

cough any: 

dent is, merely a j 

very bad taste' ihtf 

one but foe/individual .Sgfcsfciv 

such politicians. an d if ; 

celebre aspires to represent fite-;'- ‘ 

Jordanian people in Parf*mnsa£- : ; 

then one 

very hard. time, ttyiiJ&; 
they succeed then foe forifcMis::-.. 
. peopledeserve aH foey jgSV : c 
For a society 

momentous events, and:-gjrefo■ 
changes The tjtiestions « 
ning, discipline and nwrri fibn^:7-; 
should.-be given hi gh 
by the powers of ded&tiftt-Tw v.v' 
fact that we treat etojjtircy.-.; 
with absolute derision is a-serK ^ 
ous matter that cannot be - dw* 
looked any longer by 
that pretends to he ediH^tedand/ 
civilized. At times one feels: wr¬ 
ought to start from foe LdphSbctl::v- 
in order to temper the vofatifcr . 
and hostile nature of v 

pie. We seem to have softfour lz 
pretentious friendliness With, 
varying degrees of; .success.tof..^, ■ 
the worki. without eveii betiev-: -■ 
ing it ourselves. If we oarjriot - " 
treat each other with foe respectf- >- 
due to each and e very one of ui; > 
regardless of origin, power and : 
wealth then when we come to 
the close of this century no One 
would want us, and doubtful •: 
whether we. would t want nor* j-.. 
selves. ■ ■ " • • * .; : y' 

Do these facts htmwhe*H>tte~; 
thinks about them? For myself 
they do but only when. 1 biagh. _ 

Khairi Janbek is a Jorda* v 
nian historian and a regtr; 
lar contributor to The Star 
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Editor's Note: This is the sec¬ 
ond part of Dr Edward Said's 
Reith Lecture given in Lon¬ 
don about the role of the in¬ 
tellectual. Presently, Dr Said 
is on a visit to the Gaza Strip 
with his family. 

INTELLECTUALS ARE rep¬ 
resentatives, not just of some 
subterranean or large social 
movement, but of a quite pecu¬ 
liar, even abrasive, style of life 
and social performances that is 
uniquely theirs. And where bet¬ 
ter to find that role first set 
forth than in certain unusual 
19th and early 20th Century 
novels — Turgenev's Fathers 
and Sons, Flaubert's Sentimen¬ 
tal Education Joyce's A Por¬ 
trait of the Artist as a Young 
Man — in which the represen¬ 
tation of social reality is pro¬ 
foundly influenced, even deci¬ 
sively changed, by the sudden 
appearance of a new actor, die 
modern young intellectual. 

Turgenev's portrait of provin¬ 
cial Russia in the 1860s is idyl¬ 
lic and uneventful; young men 
of property inherit habits of life 
from their parents, they many 
and have children, and life 
more or less moves on. This is 
foe case until an anarchic, and 
yet highly concentrated, figure, 
Bazarov, erupts into their fives. 
The first thing we notice about 
Bazarov is that he has severed 
his ties with his own parents 
and seems less a son than a scut 
of self-produced character, 
challenging routine, assailing 
mediocrity-and cliches, assert¬ 
ing new scientific and unsenti¬ 
mental values that appear to be 
rational and progressive. 
Turgenev said that he refused 
to dip Bazarov in syrup; be was 
meant to be "coarse, heartless, 
ruthlessly dry and brusque." 
Bazarov makes fun of foe Kir¬ 
sanov family; when the middle- 
aged father plays Schubert, 
Bazarov laughs londly at him. 
Bazarov propounds the ideas of 
German materialist science; na¬ 
ture for him is not a temple, it 
is a workshop, when be falls in 
love with Anna, she is attracted 
to him, but also terrified. Being 
with him, she says, is like tee¬ 
tering at the edge of an abyss. 

He appears, he challenges, 
and, just as abruptly, he dies, 
infected by a sick peasant 
whom he had been tr eating . 
What we remember is foe sheer 
unremitting force of his quest¬ 
ing and deeply confrontational 
intellect, and although Turge¬ 
nev claimed actually to have 
believed he was his most sym- 
nathetie character, even he was 


mystified and to some extent 
stopped by Bazarov's heedless 
intellectual force as well, as by 


his readers' quite, 
bewfideringly tur¬ 
bulent reactions. In 
the end. Fathers 
and Sons cannot. 
accommodate Baz¬ 
arov to the naira- 
tivfe; whereas his 
friends, the Kirsa¬ 
nov family, and 
even his pathetic 
old parents, go on 
with their lives, his h 
peremptoriness and Mr 
defiance as an in- ^ 
tellectual lift him J; 
out of the story, 
somehow not fit 
for domestication. 

This is even 
more explicitly the 
case with Joyce's young Ste¬ 
phen Dedalus whose early ca¬ 
reer is a see-saw between the 
blandishments of institutions 
like the church, teaching, Irish 
nationalism and his slowly 
emerging and stubborn self¬ 
hood as an intellectual whose 
motto is the Luciferian Non 
serviam, "I will not serve." Sea¬ 
mus Deane makes an excellent 
observation about Portrait of 
die Artist. It is, he says, "the 
first novel in foe English lan¬ 
guage in which a passion for 
thinking is folly presented." 
Neither foe protagonists of 
Dickens, nor Thackeray, nor 
Austen, nor Hardy, nor even 
George Eliot are young men 
and women whose major con¬ 
cern is foe life of the mind in 
society, whereas for young 
Dedalus "thinking is a-mode of 
experiencing the world." 

By foe end of the novel, Ste¬ 
phen is no less critical and 
withdrawn from family and 
Fenians titan be is from any 
ideological scheme whose ef¬ 
fect would be to reduce his in¬ 
dividuality and his often very 
unpleasant personality. Like 
Turgenev, Joyce pointedly en¬ 
acts foe incompatibility be¬ 
tween the young intellectual 
and foe sequential flow of hu¬ 
man life. What begins as a con¬ 
ventional story of a young man 
growing up in a family, then 
moving on to school and uni¬ 
versity, decomposes into a se¬ 
ries of elliptical jottings from 
Stephen's notebook. Tiro intel¬ 
lectual will not be accommo¬ 
dated to domesticity or hum¬ 
drum routine. In the novel's 
most famous speech, Stephen 
expresses what is, in effect, foe 
intellectual's weed of freedom, 
although the melodramatic 
overstatement in Stephen's dec¬ 
laration is Joyce's way. of un- 
denmttino the vonnfr man's 


pomposity: 1 will tell you 
what I will do and what I will 
not do. I will not serve that in 





which I no longer believe, 
whether it call itself my home, 
my fatherland or my church: 
and I will try to express myself 
in some mode of life or art as 
freely as I can and as wholly as 
I can, using for my defence the 
only arms I allow myself to use 
— sitence, exile, curating." \' 

Yet, not even in Ulysses, do 
we see Stephen as more than an. 
obstinate and contrary -young 
man. What is most striking in 
his credo is his affirmation of. 
intellectual freedom. This; is a 
major issue in the intellectual's 
performance, since being, a cur¬ 
mudgeon and a thoroughgoing 
wet blanket are hardly enough 
as goals. 

In Sentimental Education, 
Flaubert represents more disap 1 
pointment ar, and therefore a 
more merciless critique of, in¬ 
tellectuals than anyone. Set in 
the Parisian upheaval of l848r ... 
51, a period described.as' the ' 
revolution of foe inteTJectiMs, " 
foe novel is a wide-ranging j 
panorama of bohemian and po¬ 
litical fife in "the capital of the • 
19th cenfirry," at the centrerof 
which stand the two provin¬ 
cials, -.Frederic Moreau and 
Charles Deslanriers, whose ex¬ 
ploits as young men about town 
express Flaubert's range at foeir . 
inability to maintain a steady- 
course as intellectuals. Much of ' 
Flaubert’s scorn, comes, from 
what is perhaps his exaggerated, 
expectation, of what they should 
have best. The result is the 
most brilliant representation- of 
foe intellectual adrift they be¬ 
gin as potential legal scholars, 
critics, historians, essayists,- 
philosophers, social theorists^ 
with public welfare as their 
goals, but end up, in the case of 
Moreau "with his intellectual, 
ambitions.™ dwindled. Years 
went by .and .he endured foe. 

Idlftrtftw nf his mind and the in¬ 


ertia of his heart," in the case of 
Destettriers, becoming "director 
of colonization in Algeria, sec- - 


retary to-apasha, managerofa- 
newspaper and an advertising 
agent,... at present he was em¬ 
ployed as solicitor to an indus- 
• trial company."; . 

The failures of 1848 are for 
Flaubert foe failures of this gen¬ 
eration. Prophetically, the fates 
of Moreau.and peslauriers are 
portrayed as the resuJt of their 
own lack of focussed will and 
also as the toll exacted by mod¬ 
ern society, with its endless dis¬ 
tractions., its whirl of pleasures, 
and above all, foe emergence of 
journalism, advertising, instant 
celebrity, and a sphere of con-., 
slant circulation,' in which all 
ideas; foe marketable, all values 
transmutable, all professions re¬ 
duced to fod pursuit , of easy 
money and quick success. 

Bazarov, Dedalus and Mo¬ 
reau are extremes, but they do 
serve foe purpose, winch is 
something panoramic realistic 
novels of the 19fo century can 
do uniquely well, of showing us 
intellectuals in action, beset, 
with numerous difficulties and 
temptations, either maintaining 
or betraying their calling, not as 
a fixed task to be learnt once 
and for all from a how-to-do-it 
manual, but asa concrete expe¬ 
rience constantly threatened by 
modem life itself. The intellec¬ 
tual's-representations, his or her 
articulations'of a Cause or idea 
to society, are Jaot. meant pri¬ 
marily to fortify ego. csr cele¬ 
brate -status. Norarethey ; prin- 
tipaHy intended.. for . service 
within powerful bureaucracies 
and generous employers. Intel¬ 
lectual representations are the 
activity itself, dependent on 1 a 
kind of 'coosdbii&ess That is 
; sceptical ,.engagcrf,,unremitting- - 
ly devoted to. rational isvestiga- . 
tion and moral- judgement; and 
this- puts foe .: individuals :-on ■■ 
record and par tfaerfine; f . : :/ r 
. But wfaatiioestbejntdlectua] .. 
represent tx>&y^ Tbe American - 
sociologist^ - Wright Mills, a 
.fiercely n^^spdenr inteUectu-. 

: al wi th an ndpassroned Social 
virion wfotein 1944-thatinde- 
pendent inteUectuals were faced 
either .with a : kind of; despon- 
de at sense" of po werlessness at 
their marginality, or with.jqm- 
ihg :: ^foe; ranks - of -'institutions; 
corporations or governments as 
membfos.of a reJativiely -small 
group of insiders who made tra- 
portent decisions on forir own 
and irresponably. To . become ■ 
the"hired n agmt of an-informa- 
tion industry is no.solution ei- 
ther. In-sum, "the means of ef-‘ 
fective communication,which- 
is the intellectuals', currency, is 

tfins' benrot f»*nrnrtrlat*wt . ImuI 


jpg the indepeodent thinker 
witff: one major task. Here-is 
how Mills puts it, m Power, 


Politics and People: 

_ "The independent artists and . 
intellectuals are among tbefew : 
remaining personalities^ 

equipped to resist and to fight;. 
the stereotyping and consequent : ; - 
. death of genuinely living * ; - 
foings.' Fresh perception now: 
involves the capacity to contifcr... 
i-uallyuranasK and 
‘stereotypes 'of vision' and Mel-' 
lect with which modem com-; : 
municatibns swamp us. These s, 
worlds of mass-art are increas¬ 
ingly geared to the demands' of : - 
politics* That is why it is in pok ... 
itics that intellectual solidarity • 
and effort must be centered. Tf 
the thinker does not relatelura- ' 
self to foe value of truth in po-. 
litical struggle, he cannot ns-' 
sponsibly cope with foe whole 
experience." 

. This passage deserves empha¬ 
sis. Politics is everywhere; 
there can be no escape into pure 
- art and.thought or, for that mat¬ 
ter, into foe realm of disinterest?, f 
ed objectivity or transcendental . 
theory. Intellectuals are of their 
time, heeded along by the mass 
politics of representations em- " 
bodied, by the information or 
media industry, capable of re- ’ 
sisting those only-by disputing 
the images, official narratives,, 
justifications of power circulat- - 
ed by an increasingly powerful 
media and not only media, 
but whole trends of thought that 
maintain the s t at us quo, keep 
tilings, within an acceptable and 
sanctioned perspective on actu¬ 
ality —- by providing what 
Mills calls unmaskings or alter¬ 
native versions in which, to the 
best of One's: ability, the intel¬ 
lectual tries' to tell foe troth. 

This is for fiom an easy task: 
the intellectual always stands 
between ^loneliness and align¬ 
ment. • ^. 

;Mills's~ main point is the op¬ 
position between foe mass anA . 
the individual. There is an in-. • 
hfogit. discrepancy between the 
powers 6f large organisations, ’ 
feOm * governments' to corpora-. / j> 
tions, and . foe. relative weak- 
ness^not just of individuals, but 
of human- beings considered to - 
have' subaltern status^- nrunori-V; 7 :■ 
ties, small people and states, ib- rl- 
ferior or. lesser cultures. There; ‘ . 
is no question in my mind that "jkj 
foe. intellectual “belongs" oh foe ‘ 
same side, with the wbak kadh '■ 
uwepreseirted ^ Robin "Hbod, - 
some are likely to say. Yet ifs 
not thatsimple a role, and i~- : 
therefore cannot be easily, dis-'.; 

. missed adjust so much rorrran- *• ' - 

"ticideafisni^At bottont,foeifr- ; 
*®Itectual in my sense of Thef 
wood is heiiini a pacifier tK»,tt ^,; 
consensus-builder but srancone - -* 
whose whole being is on . 
a critroal sei^; a sense of befeg -V -, 
unwitlmg to accept easy forinli- . 
las, or ready-made cficiies,' or - 
die. smooth, . tvttso-.. 
accommodating confirmations / 
of what., the powerful or- cofc' ; 


u-9“*~ auu ... 

focydo ;• Not-just passively'us* 
winiag, but actively willmg fe .r. -r 

say so in public.* . 
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By Carrie NeUeMoye 

Special to the Star 

IF THERE were incontroverti¬ 
ble proof that Saddam Hussein 
had ordered an assassination at¬ 
tempt on the life of George 
Bush, perhaps my mind could 
justify the bombing of the Iraqi 
intelligence center, and subdue 
my deep feelings of sadness for 
Iraqi civilians who were caught 
in the crossfire of two political 
.powers. But the evidence of 
Hussein's masterminding the 
plot is not concrete — not 
when the White House issues a 
statement labelling it "circum- 
£ stantial but compelling," (How 
far would this stand up in a 
United States court?) 

What is more, we may never 
really know. It is true that a 
trial of Iraqi and Kuwaiti sus¬ 
pects is underway in Kuwait, 
but we can not assume a Ku¬ 
waiti trial is conducted in the 
same manner as one in the 
United States; each nation's 
laws vary. 

Lets give the benefit of the 
doubt to the accusers. If Sad¬ 
dam Hussein did order an as¬ 
sassination of Bush, are we 
really accomplishing much in a 
positive way by obliterating a 
goodly sized portion of down¬ 
town Baghdad? We did this-in 
Desert Storm two years ago, in 
fact hitting the same intelli¬ 
gence center. 

But we did not hit Saddam 
Hussein' himself, and are not 
likely to do so ' in die same 
manner. 

Instead, we have accom¬ 
plished two things, the first be¬ 
ing two-pronged. We have sat¬ 
isfied our seeming lust to prove 
the United States has been, is, 
and will continue to be the one 
world power another does not 
confront At the same time, 
doubters can now believe our 
new president when he says his 
lack of military service is no 
deterrent to his ability to attack 
ft * when our safety or even just 
our dignity is challenged. (And 
Clinton's approval ratings 
jumped eleven points immedi- 
• ately following the announce¬ 
ment of the bombings). 

The second accomplishment 
is decidedly negative. We have 
deepened the alienation teat 
has been steadily building to¬ 
ward die US in the Arab world 
in tee last decade — an aliena¬ 
tion that has been shared by the >, 
enormous Islamic populace 
around the globe, and a grow¬ 
ing disapproval by much of tee 
rest of the world, including 
many of oar long-standing al¬ 
lies. And with reason. All too 
often our decisions as to whom 
to target have been more politi¬ 
cally motivated than militarily 
• so. 


Selecting our 


enemies 


and our 


friends — politically 



After the latest US attack on Baghdad 


On April 16, 1986, the Unit¬ 
ed States bombed Libyan head¬ 
quarters, giving as our reason 
that Libya had trained terror¬ 
ists, but a situation which could 
equally apply to Syria. But 
Moamar Khaddafi is no Hafftz 
A1 Assad. An attack on Syria 
by tee US would have ignited 
a major conflict with unpredict¬ 
able consequences. In other 
words, it would have been po¬ 
litically inexpedient to attack 
Syria for the precise offence for 
which we attacked Libya. 

Middle Easterners immedi¬ 
ately recognized this as being 
hypocritical. And they have not 
forgotten. (Make no mistake, 
tee Arab world may not always 
embrace Khaddafi: many con- 
: sider-:him^W be<~irrational at-' 
times.'TBut he is an Arab, and " 
teat means family, when an 
outsider attacks. And in the 
Arab world, family is tee most 
esteemed of all institutions). 

Middle Easterners are not tee 
only ones who have questioned 
America's leaders in their deci¬ 
sions as to whom to attack and 
whom to aid. Much of tee 


world — and not just the Islam¬ 
ic world — questions why we 
have paid so much lip-service 
but contributed very little mate¬ 
rially in alleviating the horren¬ 
dous suffering heaped upon the 
Bosnian Muslims by the Bosni¬ 
an Serbs and even Croats (both 
groups being Christian). If tee 
situation had been reversed, 
would our militaiy personnel 
have been sent into action? 

When a relatively minor up¬ 
set was occurring in Granada, 
our forces blitzed the island be¬ 
fore the US public was hardly 
aware of a crisis. To add to the 
controversy regarding ■ motiva¬ 
tion prompting this attack, jour¬ 
nalists were forbidden to set 
foot on Granada for.several 
"daysr an action virtually Bn- 
Tcnown in bur land, of freedom 
of tee press. 

Obviously there have been 
numerous situations akin to the 
one described above. But let's 
examine a major one in more 
detail. This is tee sore that has 
been festering in tee Middle 
East since tee 1947 partition of 
Palestine, but which has been 


an overtly open wound since 
tee early 1980s. It has been no 
secret whatsoever teat US poli¬ 
cy historically has been decide- 
ly pro-Israel. Most Americans 
wanted this. But these same 
Americans were not aware teat 
in tee years immediately pro¬ 
ceeding tee "Peace for Galilee 
Invasion" on June 6, 1982, Is¬ 
raeli fighter planes were mak¬ 
ing weekly — often daily — 
air raids not just into southern 
Lebanon, but also into the refu¬ 
gee camps in Beirut proper. 1 
was there; I experienced teem. 

(It is eerily scary how quick¬ 
ly one becomes acclimated to 
this. Before tee air raids, there 
were ships off tee coast, which 
would fire tracer bullets into 
the refugee J 3Eam^s' i at flight/In 
tee beginning, while living in a 
hotel, I would run into my bath¬ 
room, feeling it would be tee 
safest place. Within two days, 
L like tee seasoned journalists 
in Beirut, would sit on my bal¬ 
cony and watch tee orange-red 
tracers, looking like meteorites, 
are from tee sea into the camps. 
After moving into an apart¬ 


ment, when tee air raids be¬ 
came heavy. I returned to tee 
run-to-the-bathroom routine. 
And again as in tee hotel, with¬ 
in a couple of days I behaved 
like a veteran of Beirut: I stood 
on the balcony to see where tee 
several-blocks-di Slant bombs 
would fall.) 

Perhaps not the US public, 
but tee US government was ful¬ 
ly aware of these unlawful in¬ 
cursions. But did we interfere? 

* In no way. At least European 
governments were critical, but 
■they, too, took' no counter 
measures. 

That was in tee early '8fts; 
this is 1993, and tee bombings 
in southern Lebanon continue 
under the categories of retalia¬ 
tory and self-preservation pre¬ 
emptive attacks. Having lived 
in Lebanon for a lengthy period 
of time, I can assure you that 
determining what is retaliatory 
is like deciding which came 
first, the chicken or tee egg. As 
for preemptive strikes, why 
don't we all just go out and at¬ 
tack someone whom we feel 
may well strike us in the fu¬ 
ture? 

Of course the raids on Leba¬ 
non climaxed with the June 6, 
1982 invasion; the absolute na¬ 
dir was tee September massa¬ 
cres of die old men, women 
and children in tee refugee 
camps of Sabra and Chatilla. 
And it should be added, teat tee 
invasion was with the knowl¬ 
edge of the United States, with 
the promise from Israel that it 
would not enter tee city of Bei- 
niL The point in this column is 
teat even with these overtly il¬ 
legal acts and Israel's blatant 
violation of its word to Wash¬ 
ington, we chose not to inter- 

*vene. 

., There is one last, illustration 
which Clearly indicafes^that'aD 
too often pure politics'is tee de¬ 
ciding factor as to when tee 
United States allows another to 
"tread on us," as the president 
said in an interview following 
tee recent bombings in Bagh¬ 
dad. Most Americans do not 
know this and will find it diffi¬ 
cult to believe. But-the world 
knows, for it has been proven. 


On June 8, 1967, the USS lib¬ 
erty was patrolling in the south¬ 
ern Mediterranean when it was 
attacked by Israeli war planes, 
resulting in tee loss of 34 
American sailors' lives, with 
another 164 being wounded. 
On an intelligence reconnais¬ 
sance mission, it was put out of 
communication to prevent Jor¬ 
dan and Egypt from being 
warned of tee imminent attack 
of their respective air forces. 
(The Six-Day war had just be¬ 
gun.) For years tee captain and 
crew were forbidden to write or 
talk about this event. 

Eventually, in 1979. Crypto¬ 
logic Officer James M Ennes. 
Jr was allowed to write of this 
experience, which appeared as 
tee book. Assault on the Liberty 
(Random House). He also gave 
interviews regarding it, but at 
least when I saw him relate his 
version, it was on Public Ser¬ 
vice Television (.versus net¬ 
work). as his topic was just too 
hot. even after two decades, for 
it to become mainstream 
knowledge in tee United States. 

If one is able to find a refer¬ 
ence to this in a standard US li¬ 
brary today, s/he is likely to 
read that this was an "acciden¬ 
tal attack." Ennes, when inter¬ 
viewed. said such an accident 
under the circumstances was an 
impossibility, and the US gov¬ 
ernment was determined it 
would be kepr quiet, mainly be¬ 
cause we, under the leadership 
of Lyndon Johnson, had given 
tacit approval of Israel's doing 
whatever she deemed necessary 
in the conflict It stands to rea¬ 
son, teen, teat in essence the 
United States would have had 
to accept at least partial blame 
for an attack on one of our own 
vessels. 

As we celebrated yet another 
Independence Day on July 4, 
each of us had reason to hold 
our heads high as Americans. 
But with this privilege comes 
the very strong ethical responsi¬ 
bility to see to it teat our nation 
treats all human beings as 
equals, interacting with other 
nations out of humanitarian or 
self preservation reasons. Per¬ 
haps even solidly proven retali¬ 
atory reasons. But always by 
tee same standards 

We must never once again be 
a party to military actions or in- 
; actions which are based - solely 
on popularity poles or lobbyist 
groups. This may be reflective 
of tee frailties of human charac¬ 
ter, but it is beneath every tenet 
for which our nation stands. ■ 

Carrie Nelle Moye, a US jour¬ 
nalist living in Florida, is a 
regular contributor to The 
Star. 


Russia: 


Thank goodness, 
it is cheese, not butter 
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By Ivan Ivanovich 

Ata. Russia Correspondent 

THE OTHER day I purchased 
a piece of cheese in the shop 
next door. The shop girl hand¬ 
ed it over to me.... unwrapped. 
Just tike that! "Stark naked,” as 
we would say in Russian! 
i There I stood, shocked and 
speechless. 

Guessing my question from 
tee flabbergasted look on my 
face, she answered in a matter- 
of-fact pre-perestroika manner: 
"Shortage of paper." 

Had it been some years earli¬ 
er, during the pre-perestroika 
era, I would have silently ex¬ 
cepted my "cheesy" fate, as a 
matter of course. This time it 
was not a state shop I was buy¬ 
ing from. It was a private com¬ 
mercial shop. What am I to do? 

Long-suffering Russians 
have developed a self- 
Mprotective optimism in the 
^course of its painful history. 
With this reassuring optimism 
in mind I told myself,' "Thank 
goodness, it is not butter. Oth¬ 
erwise how can I carry it 
home? God willing, perhaps 
with time things will improve. 

During the period of more 
than 70 yeas of th* communist 
mle the meaning of "private 
property" has been-consistently 
twisted and vandalized in order 
to eradicate it from tee people's 
psyche. A wish, a desire to 
-own" something was consid¬ 
ered "sinful," "immoral." A 
quota of a citizen's ownership 
was measur'd only in terms of 
aiEeraonal toothbrush or a suit 
toft small class of "owners" of a 
car or a dacha was despised by 



the man in tee street, who at 
tee same time would be vi¬ 
ciously jealous of the "owner". 
Thus, the idea of a "con¬ 
demned" wish to "own" has 
negatively imprinted in tee 
Russian psyche. 

No wonder why there are 
thousands of incidents in Rus¬ 
sia today when a private shop 
or an agricultural enterprise- 
gets burnt or expensive equip¬ 
ment of a private dentist clinic 
gets stolen, or a smart-looking 
private hairdresser's salon gets 
smashed 

The reforms introduced dur¬ 
ing perestroika were aimed at 
consolidating tee issue of pri¬ 
vate ownership in Russia, but 
for an ordinary Russian ft is 


still very difficult to grasp tee 
very meaning of private proper¬ 
ty..'He has to learn all over 
-again, repeating to himself that 
;everyone has the right to own. 
It is something natural and 
even sacred to a human being. 

The new Constitution, which 
is' being heatedly debated, is 
expected to guarantee the im¬ 
munity of private ownership. 
This guarantee will bring about 
more self-confidence of the 
newly emerging class of pri¬ 
vate owners. 

But let us be realistic for 
once and try to find out, how 
come teat an ordinary Russian 
citizen all of a sudden turns 
Into a "private owner." 

All his life be has onlv been 


able to "possess" nothing more 
than his salary and his personal 
belongings. He .did not even 
have much savings. Now the 
new state program of privatiza¬ 
tion seeks to represent tee inter¬ 
ests, in terms of private proper¬ 
ty, of the man in tee street 
Unfortunately, this program 
has many shortcomings. Until 
now the whole idea behind pri¬ 
vatization has served the inter¬ 
ests of a small group of people, 
mostly official bureaucrats who 
have made their shady fortune 
using their official positions for 
personal gains. It can hardly be 
applied to a middle-class Rus¬ 
sian (by tee old standards, of 
course) who has sunk to the be¬ 
low of poverty line recently. 


Nonetheless, the privatization 
campaign is long underway. 
Municipality flats which had 
been previously let at a mini¬ 
mum renting price, have be¬ 
come private property of the 
tenants. The same was applied 
to dachas — summer houses 
outside town with a small piece 
of land on which it was built 

In other words, those who 
lived in such flats and dachas 
have become their private own¬ 
ers. But such small properties 
can by no means be considered 
as assets for a capital invest¬ 
ment unless one owns several 
such flats and dachas. 

Many Russians, having thus 
become private owners, set out 
to increase their income either 
by selling or letting their prop¬ 
erty and moving out to cheaper 
accommodation for themselves. 
"Celebrating" their profits they 
started their own dyelo (busi¬ 
ness) or bought shares. 

But lacking experience and 
finances teey tend to get into 
all sorts of trouble. Many Mos- 
covites let their flats these days 
to foreigners for hard currency, 
often illegally, as to avoid pay¬ 
ing taxes. 

Nevertheless, those who have 
"made it" are now on top of tee 
world. 

The number of private com¬ 
mercial kiosks, domestic, ser¬ 
vices shops have sprang up like 
mushrooms after a. good rain, 
and have'become an eyesore to 
Moscovites. 

It is sad teat private business 
ia Russia still lacks ethics and 
is often unscrupulous. And ser¬ 
vice is not 'always lip to the 
mark. The example of tee inci¬ 
dent with, cheese purchasing I 
mentioned earlier is, of .course, 
quiet an innocent story. 

There have been more unfor¬ 
tunate incidents, in many cases 
lethal, caused by greedy and 
unscrupulous commersanty 
(dealers). The press have pub¬ 
lished some evidence of cases 
of mass poisoning as a result of 
a collaboration of some smart 
dealers, local and foreign, who 
had been selling foreign brand- 
named bottles and tines filled 
with some dubious potion at 
such kiosks. 


Alas! in most cases these 
criminals get away unpunished. 
The punished ones are the 
naive innocent citizens. 

Today's Russian dilemma is 
often interpreted thus: having 
done away with the old com¬ 
munist system, tee country is 
trying to fill in tee vacuum by 
creating a new democratic sys¬ 
tem which would represent tee 
interests of all. 

It is, of course, a highly dis¬ 
putable issue. And only time 
will show its credibility. 

It will also throw some light 
on the real reasons behind the 
disaster which hit Russia at tee 
end of the 20th century. 

It is possible that tee guilty j 
persons — as it did happen in 
tee past — would turn out to be 
familiar ones whose thirst for 
power was more overpowering 
than their professional compe¬ 
tence. 

One thing is already clear 
even at this stage — all¬ 
national shock has been accom¬ 
panied by tee society's "rise in 
temperature." As sociologists 
and politicians say, the new 
Constitution can come to tee 
rescue and bring tee "fever" 
down. 

They believe that it may 
solve many problems in vari¬ 
ous spheres of life* tee right to 
private ownership is one of 
these issues. Publicly recog¬ 
nized, this right is not legalized 
until now. The country still op- ] 
grates under the old Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Would the new Law draft 
make provisions for private 
ownership? Would it define tee 
limits of responsibility of this 
ownership towards *e society? 
Success of perestroika reforms 
will depend largely on resolv¬ 
ing these issues. So far, these 
reforms, which befell on tee 
Russian people like an ava¬ 
lanche, have solved nothing. 
On the contrary, teey have 
brought about only negative re- 
sults — mainly, they disheart¬ 
ened tee people and gave rise 
to gloomy thoughts about the 
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Middle East beat j 

by Khaki Janbek 

■ The death of the Iraqi 
artist Leila A! Attar in the 
recent American attack on 
Baghdad is not in itself 
more important than the 
physical destruction i>t the 
city and its inhabitants. 

But what is important is 
the fact that Mrs Ai Anar 
represented a cultural an¬ 
gle rather than a military 
or an economic target. Hei 
death is a great loss to Iraq and the Arab world at large for j 
the weapon of her spirituality was the p.unt brush rather thaji 
absolute armonex and land utterances The aims ••! tnipenjl- 
ism ha\c always been the destruction ot nations, physically, 
materially and culturally. In the case ot Iraq, the circle seem-, 
to be almost complete. \ 

M In Somalia, tile endless killing and desirui non of a stars j 

ing nation still continues with the imimucni danger of mor* : 
and more killing and may hem. The disappearance of the 
self-styled general. Mtih.inun.id 1 ar.ih AJul has prompted 
the UN to put a bounty of'$25.1*111 on his head lor any infor¬ 
mation that would lead to Ills capture As it that was not K'.-i ; 

enough the fact that the Somali people were divided in:.- 
mercenary umues and are still killing each oilier lor food, 
now it is their opportunity to kill ca.h other over the pn/c 
money offered, for the head .•! general Adid Operation Re¬ 
store Hope hjs turned into a UN sponsored "get rut: 
scheme", specially now that the Somalis .ue the only belief t 
eiaries of the prize money. This is not statement m the de¬ 
fence of the future general, but r.uhei a condemnation ••! a 
primitive act reminding us nt the Jays .*1 the yea: -.linens 
and tee Wild West movies. The so called civili/cd nations, 
and not too civilized ones had condemned the pit.v money 
offered by Iran for the head of the British author Salmar. 
Rushdie the writer of the infamous Sau:m\ but t: 

seems teat primitive and deplorable measures ol savagery 
supposedly the mark of the primitive Third World have got 
their uses and can he justified and endorsed by the civ ili/ed 
hand of freedom and democracy. 

M Mr Denis Ross and the high powered American delega¬ 
tion are in the area in order to push the peace pr.vess for¬ 
ward. If one is to take the historical role of the American 
shuttle diplomacy in the region as a mi lest, me to judge the 
prospects of success for their mission, then one is unfortu¬ 
nately on the pessimistic side. The negotiating delegations o! 
the confrontation states have just returned from the latest 
round of negotiations with Israel without any tangible suc¬ 
cess for Mr Ross to follow hoi on their heels is rather inex¬ 
plicable because the Arab peace delegations have receive 
their mandate to negotiate from their respective countries 
and governments, and if there was any "v olte fjee" decisions 
from any of the Arab countries regarding the peace process. 
Surely the American hosts should have been the first to be 
notified,.consequently, the objectives of the Ross' mission 
remain nebulous. Some have suggested that the aims of the 
latest American mission is to pressuri/e the Arab partners in 
the peace process to abandon the Palestinian objections t«? 
the American proposals, bypass the Palestinian peace dele¬ 
gation and sign a separate peace with Israel. To believe in 
such a scenario would means effectively upholding the Israe¬ 
li allegation teat the nature of the Arab-Israeli conflict is re¬ 
duced to economic matters and if the incentives for invest¬ 
ments in tee region can be used for extortion then the Arab 
world will be more then eager to have peace with Israel. 
The other side of the economic extortive card would be in¬ 
stability, poverty, and stagnation of the region. The reality of 
the intention is far too different from such prognosis. The es¬ 
sence of th Arab-Israel conflict is primarily ol a political na¬ 
ture. The issues of Arab occupied lands, the nature of Pales¬ 
tinian rule, and tee question of Jerusalem are not 
commodities to be traded on the open market, and there is 
no Arab leader who would sign away the rights of the Pales¬ 
tinian people for their self-determination. IF Mr Ross thinks 
that the stick of instability, can be used, where the carrot of 
money has failed, then he should and the American adminis¬ 
tration with him think twice, unless teey prefer to deal in the 
future with extremists and dogmatists to whom norms of di¬ 
plomacy are anathema. Between the role of Itoncst brokers 
and full partners, we are still the loosers in the American 
game. 
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New from TISSOT: the Styiist-EIabukl collection 


• SIX NEW additions id the Stylist-Elabuki collection from TISSOT; three \yomens and 
men's, harmoniously unite a variety of different elements. AarattiweJy- ■ 

leather straps set off the unusual case designs to perfect advantage, while die high-quality yeHo* 
sold PVD coating on solid stainless steel imparts all the stylist eleganpe of a modem fashion acces- 
sory. The dials - in white, yellow gold or black - feature simple hour index markings or classic Kflv 

The modelsfin the Stylist-Elabuki collection from TISSOT are perfect time-piecesTor rnen^d 
women who wish to combine understated elegance with flawless precision and reuabiUty.iJCiung 
awav at the heart of every Stylist-Elabuki is a high-quality Swiss quartz movement. All moat s 
have a scratch-resistant sapphire crystal and are waier-resisistam to 30 metres, the mens models 
also feature a battery end-of-life indicator and qualify for the Swiss Pack quality seal. The .mens 
models also feature a batter) end-of-life indicator and qualify 1 for the swissPack quality seal. The 
new models in the Stylist-Elabuki collection from TISSOT are available from good watch retailers 
at typically low TISSOT prices and carry a twelve-month TISSOT warranty valid in more than i 
countries of the world. 



P L E 


Arab Academy of Music 
Conference in Amman 


By Mary Denis 
Special to The Slot 

THE IMPORTANT issue* of 
music affairs in the Arab 
World, in general, and in the 
field of music culture and edu¬ 
cation. in particular, will be dis¬ 
cussed during the 13th Confer¬ 
ence of the Arab Academy of 
Music in Amman from 17 to 19 
July. One of the main topics of 
the three-day conference will 
deal with preserving the tradi¬ 
tions of Arab music. Prior to 
the important event, a press 
conference was held at the Na¬ 
tional Music Conservatory - on 
10 July. 

Addressing the press confer¬ 
ence. Munir Bashir. Secretary 
General of the Arab Academy 
of Music, gave a short account 
of the aims and activities of the 
Academy. He also emphasized 
the urgent need of establishing 
a solid basis for music educa¬ 
tion in Arab countries. 

"Our immediate task is to up¬ 
grade the level of musicianship. 
Some countries sail lack pro¬ 
fessional music teachers. We 
need not only teachers, but also 
musicologists; sociologists in 
the field of music." The prob¬ 
lems seem to be mostly organi¬ 
zational, not financial. Accord¬ 
ing to Munir Bashir, world- 
known cud virtuoso, they stem 
from poor coordination and 
cooperation between the coun¬ 
tries involved. 

The pace of development of 
music education in the Arab 
countries is not fast enough, 
says Bashir. "The first and 
most important step in the field 
of education is to establish a 
standard curriculum at schools. 
Until now, many schools do 
not ha\e one." He continued "it 
is amazing how much tradition¬ 
al Arab music is popular in the 



West and how much interest in 
traditional Arabic music there 
is over there." 

But why is this popularity? In 
Bashir’s opinion, it is the gen¬ 
eral standard in music educa¬ 
tion that contributes to such an 
awareness and a hi'gh level of 
music aesthetics. "It is one of 
the aims of the Arab Music 
Academy — to reach a reason¬ 
ably high level of music appre¬ 
ciation which would lead to el¬ 
evating the importance of Arab 
traditional music." 

Being one of the Associations 
of the Arab League based in 
Baghdad, the Arab Academy of 
Music was founded in 1971. It 
comprises 22 Arab countries, 
and is concerned with the de¬ 
velopment of music education, 
the diffusion of musk culture 
and the preservation of Arab 
music. 


The Arab Academy of Music 
coordinates and cooperates 
with international, regional and 
Arab organizations such as the 
Union of Arab Radio, ALES- 
CO, UNESCO and the Interna¬ 
tional Music Council. 

The 12th Conference of the 
Arab Academy of Music coin¬ 
cides with the t2th Jerasta Fes-^ 
rival of Culture’and Arts, open-' 
ing on 14 July. As part of the 
Festival, the National Music 
Conservatory will present sev¬ 
eral music concerts. 

The NMC, in cooperation with 
Daewoo-South Electronics and 
RJ. presents a concert by the 
NMC Orchestra on 16 and 17 
July at the RCC at 6:00 pm. 

The Orchestra will be conduct¬ 
ed by Korean conductor Han- 
Don Lee. A number of Korean 
Musicians will also be partici¬ 
pating — flutist Jeong-Hyun 


Kim, and pianist Hae-Jeong 
Song. 

As part of the Jerash Festival 
activities, the Arab Music En¬ 
semble. mostly made up of the 
NMC students, wjJJ perform at 
the Orthodox Club on IS July 
at 8 pm. 

Another musical event — the 
Jordanian Folk Dance and 
Song Group, of the Ministry of 
Culture, will be presented a 
dinner conceit on 19 July 
tPlace to be announced later}. 
Kifab Fakhoury. director of 
National Music Conservatory, 
commented on the strong Jor¬ 
danian ' participation and the 
conservatory’s contribution to 
the Jerash Festival. He pointed 
out that "these events demon¬ 
strate clearly the rising stan¬ 
dard of music in Jordan." ■ 


Saudia hosts travel and 
shipping agents 




ft SALT)! ARABIAN Airlines t Saudia). Jordan, hosted distinguished Jordanian travel and shipping agents for a lunch, 
Monday. 5 July. The invitation came as a recognition of the agents' efforts in successfully promoting Saudia. Mr Sami 
Joudeh. Saudia's Sales Manager, thanked the invited guests for their efforts in promoting Saudia's sales. Director of Sau¬ 
dia in Jordan. Mr Nizar Sunbul. handed out certificates of honor to distinguished agents. 



ft Jordan's 
Royal Fal¬ 
cons pre¬ 
sented, 
among 12 
other na¬ 
tions. two 
air shows 
in Bel¬ 
gium's Air 
Acrobatic 

Show. The three planes that constitute Jordan's Royal 
Falcons managed to attract the attention of more than 
160^housano spectators. The team will present several 
shows before moving on to Britain this month. The Roy¬ 
al Falcons team is made up of 9 pilots and engineers, 
lead by Majed Al Kayed. They present their air shows 
on Extra 300 planes. 



Agenda 


FILMS 

ft Murder She Said will be 
featured at the British Council, 
Wednesday 21 July, at 7:00 
pm. 

ft Superman H will be 
screened at the American Cen¬ 
ter-. Thursday, 15 July, at 4:00 
pm. On Tuesday, 20 July, the 
American Center will screen 


Wonderworks: Sweets 15, 

LECTURES 

ft On Thursday, 15 July, 
Meredith Chesson and Ian 
Kujit of Harvard University 
will report on the Preliminary 
excavations at Tell El Honda- 
quq South, at the FoA Center at 
7:CKJ pm. 

QUIZ NIGHT 

ft Hotel Intercontinental Jor¬ 
dan will be holding a quiz night 
on Thursday, 8 July, at 7:30 
pm. Tickets are JD 10 each. 


New products at 
Abu Shakra 


• MR RAED Abu Shakra 
and Mr Rami Abu Shakra 
held a press conference last 
Saturday at the Regency Hotel, 
which was attended by several 
journalists. 

At the beginning of the con¬ 
ference, Mr Pop Porgonha; 
Middle Eastern Director for 
Revlon, revealed two per¬ 
fumes: Charley for men and 
Guess for men and women. He 
also talked about cosmetics and 
creams and mentioned that 
Shampoos of high quality will 


be available in Jordan because 
of their tow prices. 

Ms Lynn, Manager of Train¬ 
ing at Revlon, said that the 
company was formed back .in- 
1932, and that the name means 
‘'Beautiful Woman. The compa-, 
ny has become one of the lead¬ 
ing manufacturers in the world 
of beauty, cosmetics, perfumes 
and shampoos. Revlon started, 
distributing its products tu the 
.. Arab World in 1989 in Saudi 
" Arabia. 


Experimenting 
With a versatile 
identity 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to the Star 

HER SHORT brush strokes decomposed trees and flowers into a 
new floral vision of bizarre forms. The hypertensed vibrations of 
red tones are broken 
with the chromatic 
patches distributed 
in different density 
formations, which 
create a movement 
and disturb the inter¬ 
nal peace. 

"When I paint. I do 
nat-.care-nbQut .the 
academic rules. Fal¬ 
low myself to exjjer- 
iraent freely, playing 
around with colours, 
light and shade, 
creating forms out 
of distortion and 
giving elements 

freedom of motion," 
told The Star Noelle 
Shawa, a young Jor¬ 
danian painter 
whose exhibition is 
on display at the 
Royal Cultural Cen¬ 
tre. 

The presented collection of her works reflects different stages in 
her artistic progression. The variety of artistic standards in some of 
her canvases and the peculiar style record confusion in finding 
original expression ■ However, the group of tbe paintings,where 
she applied the experience of the flowers and trees compositions 
on Human figures, insinuate a promising young artist capable of 
constantly searching for a versatile identity, which she defined as. 
her permanent aspiration. ■ 




ARIES (21 March-19 
April): Financial concerns 
dominate the first part of this 
week. Although you may be 
in the mood to buy, don't do 
it unless you find a magnifi¬ 
cent bargain. 

TAURUS (20 APRIL-20 
MAY): Do all your wheeling 
and dealing this week. You 
may turn down more than 
you accept, but you71 chose 
winners. 

GEMINI (21 May-21 Jnne): 

Your best days are Thursday 
and Friday, when the moon's 
in your sign. You do need to 
be careful of your money, 
though, even on those days. 

CANCER (22 June-22 
July): This is a marvelous 
week for you. First, a gather- ; • \ 

ing df friends could lead to a fantastic bargain. You may even be: 
able to sell something you. don't need..';- 
LEO (23 July-22 August): You may be feeling creative.. If so, 
you'll hear all the reasons why your idea’s too expensive. .: 
VIRGO (23 August-22 September): You may be nervous this 
week; but you should eafm down and get very- efficient. A good 
week for a business trip or shopping across townJ A thrifty friend 
could offer excellent advice. ' . • 

LIBRA (23 September-23 October): You may feel under pres- 
sure to conform all week. . So, do what they want, and make them 
feel happy. . . . 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): A. superb time for work¬ 
ing with a partner. If you're already not in a committed relation¬ 
ship (business or romantic) this would-be an excellent.tune to 
form one.. V. : t 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): A good week 
for romance, but don’t be late for work! The boss is counting peo- 
nies and watching tbe clock! Work pressure should ease a tittle^ 
bit - . 

CAPRICORN (22 December^ January):-You may have trou¬ 
ble with a rebel. Afterwards it will be smooth sailing, m rqmance,- 
business, and saving money. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): Scan new material/ 
Move slowly and don't argue with a mate or coworker who ad vis¬ 
es financial restraint. , 

PISCES (19 February-20 March): Hold off on shopping to save 
money. That's true of a business deal, too. A partner may. give you, 
a push m toe right direction.: - • . 


- 
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"OK look, this got better... *F In history! You ^ 
even flunk somethingriot happen yet!" 



Out there, ominously moving toward Its destiny; 
was struck with Reuben’s name on it. 



“Nowreme mber, ddry* show us that you can take 
good, care of these little fellows and maybe 
•; next year We'll get you that puppy." - 
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ft Advertising Technology limited bought the find Jordanian 
yisoal electronkr board. And on the occasion, a party wss itekt 
at tbe Jordanian Investment and Supply Company building 
(ihe Safeway building). Mr Sami Atalah, General Manager of 
Advertising Technology, welcomed the guests, who included a 
number of businessmen, invited guests and members of the 
press.. . . . ... . . ...j.. .. 


> Fpmished Apartment for Rent. 
Dahiat Al Rahseed, .2 bedrdoms,4th 
floor overlooking Amman, 
telephone, central heating. JD 350 
. monthly. Call 648-298. 
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Algerian .. 641271/2 

Australian.._.673246/7 

Austrian Embassy.—.644635 

Bahrain..”..’.664148/9 

“P®?.-.- 675683 

Bulgarian.—....818151 

Sif* 30 . 666124 

S”™-. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian _ 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Furnish Consulate 824654/824676 

™ ch . 641273/4 

uennan.689351 

Greek......-....671331/2 

Hungarian. 815614 

J n ? an -.. 637262 

Indonesian......828911 

.639331 

.-.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland-... 625632 

Consulate of Iceland.698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese .672486/7 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan.. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani...686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of China.....666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari . 682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian .641158 

Saudi Arabian..814154/6 

South Korean ..660745/6 

Spanish .614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish--669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian- 641076 

Taiwan.. 671530 

Tunisian .—.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

U.A.E ..643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of America-820101 
Yemen.. 642381 

EEC Delegation.. 668191 

ESCWA.69435J/8 

ICRC.688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA..- 669194/8 

UNICEF—._.. 629571 

UNESCO-.606559 


A]yemda(Air yemen).653691 

Aeroflot...-.. 641510 

Air Canada... 630879 

Air France_6660S5/667824 

Air India _688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia__— 625203 

American Aidines.669068 

Arab Wings..894484 

Adria Airways....667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines___665909 

British Airways 641430 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific_628596 

Cyprus Airways__667028 

Egypt Air.. 630011 

EmiratesAiriines_643341 

Gulf Air..-.653613 

Hungarian Airlines.622275 

Iberia ..637827/644036 

Iran Air...—. 622826 

Japan AirLines .63(879 

K.L.M _ 622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A.-. 6361W 

Olympic_ 630125/638433 

FIA _ 625981 

Philippine Airlines.— 640200 

Polish Airlines.. 625981 

Qantas_ 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.. 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)65979I/641906 

IJSAIR...-.-.-...694801/2 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

TAROM- Romanian..637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline_ 623430 

Turkish Airlines..659102 

Yemeni 0 Airways.—.628175 

Yugoslav Airlines__604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 




Diary 


Important Numbers 


Algeria..-.-.213 

Argentina.---.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia-. 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Penh 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria....43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain__ 973 

Belgium. 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil.-.55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BrazilliaSl 

Bulgaria..359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile.. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus. 357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.42 

Prague 2 

Denmark .45 

Copenhagen (Inner) I 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.593 

Quito 2 

Egypt.. 20 

Cairo 2 

Eire.353 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland.358 

Helsinki 0 

France.33 

Paris 1 


I DD Codes. First Dial OO 


Germany W.49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary.36 

Budapest 1 

India.91 

Bandore 812 
New Delhi 1! 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 123t45A7i & 8. 

Indonesia. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.-.—- 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait. 965 

Korea. 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya.2 IS 

Tripoli 21 

I ehnnnn 961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. 9b7 

A1 Bay da 6 
Hodcidah 5 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz 4 

Nigeria.234 

Lacos 1 

Nonvav.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 9o8 

Pakistan. 92 

Karachi 21 

Lahore 42 

Peshawar 521 

Rau alpindi/lslamabud 51 

Paraguay. 595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.63 

Manila 2 

Poland.4S 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania. -10 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

A1-Khobar 3 
AI-Mudina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain-.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid I 


MartelLiS: 

Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 4 1> 

Stockholm S 

Syria . 

Damascus 1 i 

Taman. SSd 

Tziix'i 2 

Thailand .t«b 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis ( 

Turkey. 9U 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

L AE . 971 

Abu Dhab: 2 
Aiman 6 
A! Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 7i) 

Ghyathl 52 
Ras A1 Khatniah 77 
Sharjah D 

Imm A! Quujtn 6 

IK.44 

London iinner 7! 'outer Si i 

Uruguay. 5°S 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212.-71S 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela. 5S 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.3S 


1 Emergencies 1 

Amman Govemonitc.... 

.9I228 

Amman Civil Ddcnce 

..198. 199 

Civ il Defence Irbul. 

. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept. . 

... brill l! 

Ambulance. 19.».7?511»1 

Amman fire brideude 

.!9S 

First aid. 

... 630341 

BliHid Bonk. 

.. 775121 

Civil Defence resuee.... 

63034! 

Ft •lice reMiie . • b21111. ""I 

Ft*liee lieatlquarteCN 

. 639141 

Traffic police. 

S«)h3‘Ri 

F.kvinc 1’itwer Co ... 

.Dari'S! ‘4 

W.iiei t«<inpljinio .. 

. S9-J(,T 

<,»ueen Alij Airport.. 

dSi 

RJ Hiehl Inlit . 

ins «53IiVi 

HospitaLs 

t iuwin Medie.il Centre. S1 ?S I i 

Kh.ik-Ji Mjleimcv 

fvi-l'S [ Pi 

\kleh M.iiemitv . 

D42441 2 

.1.ib.il Amman M.nemiM 

042362 

M.illi.is. J \nuiun 

. «»3r. 141 

I’.ilesime. Slmicisam 

.nfvil ~| 4 

Shmeivani Hospii.il 

.. Dri‘>! 3! 

Imiversiiv llospujl 

. S45S45 

M-Mu.ishcr HuspiLil 

do"::' -i 

Ilie Islamic. Alvl.iti 

iiftrii:? 3' 

A!-Ahli. Abdali 

Dd41d4,d 

liahan- M MuKijicen 

.7?'ii»5 « 

M-H.i-.liir Xslir.Uieh 

7751 ||.:i. 

•\r«nv M.irk.i. 

S9It,l i »s 

Queen \!i.i llospiial 

do: 240. 

Am.il Httspit.il 

. «t^4!55 

General 


TnrJ.m Television 

773! 11 19 

Radio J.xdan. 

774111.59 

Minisirv ol Ttninsm 

. 0423:l 

Hole! cttmpl.unis. 

w )3 St m i 

Price complain; s . .. 

DM 1"d 

Telephone Information. Hi I 

Jordan and Middle Eas 

calls. Ill 

Repair service. 

. 625101 


The 



Star 


Jordan's po&ticaf, economic 
aid cultural weekly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

w 694-801 
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Hotels 


Churches 


Government Depts* 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). ThejRo- 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening^ 
hours: 9 a-tn. - 5 p.m. year 
round. Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Hasan excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays.Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics. and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orienialistartiscs. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 6301-28. 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council-...-.- 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre— 637009 

Goethe Institute.-. 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.-. 665195 

hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A..— 641793 

Y.WJiA... 664251 

Amman Mun_ library..— 637111 
Univ. of Jordan Library— 843555 
R. S.C. N_837931/ 837937 


Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre-675571 
Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 

Concord__ 677420 

Plaza . 699238 

Philadelphia —. 634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City..... 667181 

Orthodox Hub-810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club— 09-801233 
Jordan Bridge Assoc.—676990 



Jordan's leading 
economic news¬ 
letter. Published 
by Info-Media. 
Call 652-380 


Al Andalusiah. 

Al Barakeh. 

Al-Jabal 

.606821 

.687988 

.606669 


.813554 


- 


.771707 

Al-Waha . 

Amin Jarrar... 

. 674105 

. 670498 

. 666327 


.641350 


..699420 


.604230 


fi6Q070 


.660601 


.601350/80 

General Services 
Hertz (Inti, sales 
Kada . 

.674100 

only).... 694802 
.665161/665153 
.-..639197/8 


R16707 


605501 


MdJtsn 

Satelite.— 

Shakhshir.- 

Star.—. 

.625767/621471 

.. 668958 

. 604904 

_ 69488? 

1 1 


Alia Gateway. 

.(08)51000 
. 665186 


. 815071 


• 708)81 


.665181 


.674111 


. 661121 

InterContinental.. 

.641361 

....841712/3 


.665094 


. 660100 


. 667150, 


. 663100, 


.660000 

San Rock.. 

Tyche . 

Aqaba 

. 813801 

.661114 

. 31413! 


.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

.316636 

.316250 


.313521 


Miramar.. 

.3143401 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic l Jabal Wcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hu sscin. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic). Jabal Welbdeh. mass in 
Italian even* Saturday ai 5:30 pjn. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh-TeL 775261. 

St. Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(ln(cnlcnominatiOQal) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) l T m As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


The Prime Ministry/Jabal Amman Tel. 641211 
Foreign Affairs/ Jabal Amman TcL 644361 
Inicrinr Ministry/ Jabal Amman TcL 663111 
Finance / Abdali Tel. 636321 
PuNir Health / Jabal AJHusxdn Tel. 665131 
Education &. Higher Education Abdali Tel. 669181 
Justice / Shmnisant TeL 663101 
Planning / Jabal Amman TcL 644466 
Public Works & Housing / Abdali TeL 668481 
Municipalities A Environment < J. 1 K 1 ] Amman TrL 641.WJ 
Industry & Trade / Abdali TeL 663191 
Supplies/ Abdali Tel. 602121 

Awqal & Islamic Affairs 'Jabal AbHusscinTrL 666141 

Agriculture / University Road Tel 686151 

Labour/Abdali Tel 698186 

Social Development ! Jabal Amman TcL 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 641461 

Post Si Communications / Eighth Circle TeL 624301 

Information / Jabal Amman Tel 641467 

Water & Irrigation / Shmaiuni Tel 680100 

Enerpy & Miner-J krsimn.es / Swuifeydh TeL 815615 

Culture /Jabal Amman Tel. 636391 

Youth / University Tel. 604701 

Parliamentary AllairsAbdali TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities I Jabal Amman TeL 642311 
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Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Just CaII:682097 

Our name soys it all 


\[ ANDALOSIA 

Rent a car 


"5 


Q. 



°^ne as 
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All of our cars are 
1993 models 
Garden Street 
Tel: 606821 f fax: 606961 


The Find Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
_ room...! 


iiarotel 

,U2«|l|la 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman. 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


P 



7th Chdt - opp. Rimndn Hotel 
825423 


our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


Ql 


this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 


a j 


'- f • ■ • 


00 °« ^ 

(9 ANWAR ABBAS f) 
IQ & CO. 


rn 


to A.3 SIZE 

Tel. 692119 - 692148 
Fax. 692148 



The first haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste leads. 

Ylarm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for vour reservations call 
639197 



r-tfi-rwjTi 

nrrmniii 

OUmOal'i'* 


■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes A Pastries © 

7tri oirelft. T*l. 020099 



PIZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 
Seated & Take Away 

_ (aU day) _ y 

Shmeisanl. Tol. 699100 ‘ 


i*rn* 



nMM Hdragn 
Fnd«ir 

IftJB-UfWgM 

Enjoy our spring menue plus the 

chefs dally specially for lunch 

For resanratfon pleam can 6B5746 




Hall & 
(esfasraat 



Mittl Luxurious 
Hulls 






Wedding POUR'S 

Quite Atmospherr | 


Spaa^uf Artar toil* Brauaful RrronMHU 


Tii-tiwl’- POBiV.w:.' Al Shmn\ani • Vuiim 



RUMOURS 

EUROPEAN CUISINE 



Amman - Abdoon 

TeI:S22425 
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L GULF HOTEL 
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Fax (03) 318246 


To advertise in this space, call us at 

652-380 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08:30 —Super Bloopers 
09:00 — Perspective 
09:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show 

10:20 — Feature Film: Shoot 
to Kill. A dangerous criminals 
chased by an FBI agent. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — The Trials of Life. A 
focus on how animals and in- 
sects find their way during the 
day and night. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — French Series 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Golden Girls 
09:10 — Thirty Something 
10:00 — News in English 
10:40 — Street Justice 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Detective 
(KfcOO — Faces And Places 
09 JO — A Kind of Magic 
10:00—News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Marry 
Giggins Clark: For Better Or 
For Wrose'. Kay's ten-year 
marriage to Michael takes a sud¬ 
den turn when Kay disappears. 

WEDNESDAY 


08:30—Night Court 
09:00 — The Story of Holly¬ 


wood 

10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20 — Mini se¬ 
ries: Harry's 

Game 

THURSDAY 

08:30 — Too 

Close For Com¬ 
fort 

09:10 — Quan¬ 
tum Leap. Sam 
finds himself in the 
shoes of an FBI 
agent. 

10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20— Movie of 
the Week, 'The 
Last Capone*. The 
true story of the 
members of the 
Capone family. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 — Head of 
the Class 

09:10 — Reasona¬ 
ble Doubts 
10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20 — Echoes 



Street Justice, Monday at 10:30 


PROGRAMMES 

FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

05:00 — Les Aventuriers de 
I'espace 

06:30 — Envoye Special 


07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 

DIMANCHE 

05 JO — RSves D'enfants 
5:40 — Le Monde est Avous 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Le Journal de 
LTDstoire 


Computer 

Companies: 


LUNDI 

06:00—Megalopoles 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05 JO — Omnisciences 


WHEN I was first introduced 
to Metallica, I was informed 
that they are a Speed Metal 
Band. But 1991 saw the re¬ 
lease of Metal!tea's Black Al¬ 
bum (no relation to black 
magic The cover was, sim¬ 
ply, black), an album which 
confirmed to me even more 
that they are a Heavy Metal 
Band; and a good one too! 

James Hefield (vocals and 
rhythm guitar) did a briltiant 
job in playing, and he ex¬ 
celled the most in singing 
and writing the lyrics, which 
convey reality, moods, real- 
life situations and the release 
of anger. Drummer Lars Ul¬ 
rich broke up a few snare 
drums during the making of 
the album (no, not a magical 
trick!), thus contributing a lot 
to the general feel and atti¬ 
tude. Lead guitarist Kirk 
Hammet pumped things up 
with his tremendous solos. 
Bassist James Nemsted 


06:35 — Maguy 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Variety 

MERCRED1 

06:00 — Le Mythomaue 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Ushuala 

JEUDI 

05 JO — Pif et Hercule 
05:45 —Goal 
06:15 — G6opolis 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fusion 

VENDREDI 

05 JO—LeFilm fran^ais 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Variates 



showed he’s worthy of joining 
the band after the death of me . 
original bassist. Cliff Burton _ 

(no relation to Black magic ei¬ 
ther).' . 

Metallica introduced various, 
new instilments this tune, to 
their music. Take notice of the - 
keyboards in "Unforgiven" and 
the "Indian Star in Wherever T . 

May Roam"- Also, listen .care¬ 
fully to the effects (whether , 
added to the guitars or those ‘ 
tfaar stand by themselves) 
throughout the album. "Nothing ■ 

Else Matters", a slow song, 
makes- other bands look so 
down to earth because of the skill 
involved in writing the lyrics, the 
music and die arrangement; 

With such a compelling style, 
even if you don't like Heavy 

Metal, the ’blackness' of Metal- —— _ 

lica will hunt you in your Mastermind, James nerjieia 
dreams! Seldom have I heard so • h ^ you Heavy. Bcfeive me^ : . 

much creativity and excellence black dbum ows ^ ^ doesn't get any heavier than; 

crammed mto one album since bJUrf this. ■ ■ . 

Iron Maiden s Powerslave. The S 111131 


F r e quenc y 


RJ 96.04MHZ 
SATURDAY 

18:00 •— The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19 JO — Date with a Star: 
KLF 

20:00 — On stage: Ella Jrxtzge- 
rald 

22:00— Pop Session 
SUNDAY 

14:00 — Science Report 
18:00—Listeners’Choice 
19JO — Date with a Stan 
Uriah Heep 


MONDAY 

18:00 — Sports Round-up 
19 JO — Date with a Stan 
Imagination 

■TUESDAY 

19 JO — Date with a Stan 
Kool and the,Gang 

WEDNESDAY 

18 JO — Science Report 
19-JO — Date with a Stan' John 

Waite . . ... 

THURSDAY 

14 JO — My Music. A mOsi- 



'Encarta': Microsoft's CD encyclopedia 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


N 
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You arc invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with our 
readers . Drop us a 
line at 6523HO or fax 
you news on 64S29S. 


Solving the weight and size problem: 

Su xiotebooks need power 


SINCE NOTEBOOK PCs were 
introduced, their size has pro¬ 
gressed through various trends. 
Early models were fairly simi¬ 
lar in design, in that they were 
all big and heavy with poor 
LCD or even glass plasma 
screens. In recent years the de¬ 
velopment of notebook com¬ 
puters has gone in one of two 
directions: reductions in size or 
addition in features. Companies 
like Dell and Zenith have both 
opted for super-light notebooks 
while other companies like To¬ 
shiba whose 4400SXC note¬ 
book provides a 486 processor 
and a 256 color TFT VGA dis¬ 
play is veiy high in specifica¬ 
tions, but is just too heavy to 
carry around. Such a system 
with the power supply and the 
track ball will come to some¬ 
thing like 12 pounds in weight 
as opposed to Dell's ultra-light 
5.6 pound 320SLi notebook 
computer. 

The Cannon BN22 BJ is a 
very impressive example of 
new directions in sub- 
notebooks. It combines a PC 
and a bubblejet printer. Cannon 
actually managed to fit a print¬ 
er mechanism into a notebook 
casing. It's an ideal solution to 
the mess created by an extra 
portable printer with its separ¬ 
ate battery-pack, mains supply 
and cables. 

Then there's Hewlett- 
Packard's OminBook 300 


which is probably the smallest 
notebook ever weighing 2.8 
pounds (1.3Ivg). It uses a small 



cessor to go into sleep mode by 
powering down various compo¬ 
nents at different times such as 
the back-lit display and the 
hard disk. Power management 
is still only available in the 
form of the 33MHz 486 SL so 
far, compared to desktop ma¬ 
chines with 66MHz 486 pro¬ 
cessors or the Pentium. 

Sub-notebooks still seem to 
be a collection of compromises 
since they are not powerful 
enough to satisfy the needs of 
the power user. If you're in the 
market for a sub-notebook, you 
should look for one with a 
combination of long battery 
life, high specifications, ex¬ 
pandability and connectivity 
while still being good value for 
money. ■ 

PCW 


MULTIMEDIA, THE latest 
trend in accessing information 
via computer, has received a 
boost in the Middle East with 
the introduction of Microsoft's 
'Encarta' encyclopedia. 

'Encarta' spearheads a new 
generation erf CD-ROM pro¬ 
grams which offer 'interactive 1 
learning, powerful cross- 
referencing capabilities and 
high quality graphic, sound and 
animated material. . 

With more than 25,000 arti¬ 
cles in 93 categories, 'Encarta' 
is the latest information-packed 
title in Microsoft's multimedia 
list, on which subjects range 
from dinosaurs to Mozart 

Sound is a particularly strong 
multimedia feature- Microsoft's 
'Musical Instruments' title iden¬ 
tifies more than 200 instru¬ 
ments- and 'Encarta' contains 
seven hours of music, historical 
speeches and readings from lit¬ 
erature by famous poets and 
writers. 


A world atlas of 800 color 
maps- with a 'zoom-in' feature- 
and an animation library with 
100 clips covering science and 
the arts, together with 7,000 


s ||r |* ij^j 

I rff lltli 
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photographs, charts and graphs, 
complement Encan a's exten¬ 
sive dictionary and thesaurus. 

For history at a glance, En¬ 
carta incorporates a 20-foot his¬ 
torical timeline from oveF 15 
million years ago to the present 


day. By selecting a date or an 
historical event, the user will 
be presented with further cross: 
referencedinformation. 

'Browsing' through the pro¬ 
gram is carried out using sim¬ 
ple, user-tested features, de¬ 
signed lo follow a line of 
thought or simple curiosity. 

Tlie multimedia encyclopedia 
also features report-writing 
aids, including a word proces¬ 
sor, notepad _ and electronic 
bookmarks and gives users the 
power to create customized 
charts and graphs by combin¬ 
ing information from interac¬ 
tive charts. 

’Encarta' has become availa¬ 
ble in the Middle East only a 
short time after its launch in 
March and joins other educa¬ 
tional titles including the 
Microsoft Bookshelf reference 
libraty for Windows, Multime¬ 
dia Beethoven and -the 
Microsoft Cinemania interac¬ 
tive movie guide. ■ 


News update 


GBM launches new 
PX/ValuePoint products 

• Gulf Business Machines 
(GBM) has expanded the tine 
of IBM PS/ValuePoint ma¬ 
chines with the latest models 
that deliver faster graphics, true 
color capability, greater disk 
capacity and processor upgrade 
ability. 

The new systems are better 


button for a mouse and a 9inch ^ ^“To nn «dv7o, 

£5* money'll beil ’ S g °° d ^ ** 

that inosL notebook users have PCW 

access to a desktop PC, so it _ _ 

New Powe^te 

the sub-notebook market. Hew- pnterejrbe PoveerBodt 
lett-Packunl has made an excel- , Tto ^erBook ld^ Js tbe 

font ittpmnl ^ rtm A PP*« to replace PPP«Iarl45. lrhaSHpItar" 

/STmain problem with .«* **** K T&4Mb RA Mnsatandy ^JC^ jjj 
notebook computers, and all .mopochronre pass^y-mahrra 
other portables for that matter. ^ 
is that the power just runs out rtivefy to take pn sbjgf? 

because y6u can't plug the 

computer into the mains while matrrasm^raniri^ at 33Mfettanlcs 
yoWre on the road. To counter Stai^ard wth 

Otis problem Intel produced its I^IBharfcU^. Xg 

SL range of microprocessors * dr^badt thatitsljatt^^e^ 

with power management capa- to be between one to two hows because of 
btiities. This enables the pro- color screenwrflput<ratfaesys^^ 


from Apple to replace the popular!#*. libmmwttffmm 
the Eact that it lias 4MB. RAM-as stahdaril. 

ed to external monitors. It is going tofie pi%»d^efy : ‘d<«c 
itively to take oh similar notebook ?^ : 

■ Hie PowerBook 180c is a 
matrix screen ramring at 33MHr thahks to 
sor. The machine comes standard with 4MB KAWF. 




suited for users needing superi¬ 
or graphics for applications 
like desktop publishing requir¬ 
ing photo-realism and for those 
seeking hi§h functionality and 
expandability at a competitive 
price. 

The new models offer cus¬ 
tomers all flexibility in choos¬ 
ing computing environments to 
suit their needs- the space sav¬ 
ing, low cost SpaceSaver sys¬ 
tems, DeskTop systems offer¬ 
ing more expandability or the 
highly functional, highly ex¬ 
pandable Minitower. All these 
systems can be ordered to cus¬ 
tomer's specifications. 

For improved graphics, op to 
five times faster than previous 
models, IBM has integrated 
VESA local bus into all new 
PS/ValuePoint systems, pro¬ 
ducing true colour graphics. 
All systems come standard 
with 1MB of video memory 
and are expandable to 2MB. In 
addition, all systems have a 
Video Logic (VL)-slot for ad¬ 
ditional high speed graphics 


expandability or otter VESA 
adapters. - • 

Atari Jaguar games console 

• Amidst Sega and Nintendo's 
near monopoly of the games 
console market. Atari is bitting 
back with a 64-bit console with 
a RISC processor that should 
put any other console to shame,- 
Tbe new Atari Jaguar promises 
CD-quality sound, shaded 3D 
polygons and true-colm: graph¬ 
ics. Another surprise is its capa¬ 
bility to control- modems and 
televisions! As for the software, 
Atari intends to follow an ajv 
preach similar to that of Sega 
and Nintendo by producing, 
most of the software for it itself' 
and bringing in third-party pub¬ 
lishers only under license. The 
Jaguar should be available tjay 
autumn this year in the US-arid 
next year in Europe. There are 
do plans as of yet for the rest of 
the worid. The Jaguar will-be 
priced at around $200. ■ - 1 



AX -1100(8086) 

AX -2100(286) 

AX - 3100 SX (2DM Hz) 
AX - 3300 (33MHz) 
100% IBM compatible 



Jordan Computer Center 

■ SHMEISAM 

■ TEL.. 679616 / 679626 



cal quiz. ' 

18:00 — Top Twenty (UK) :. 
19 JO •— Date With a Star: 
Jennifer W antes . - _ T ;? 

; FRIDAY 

11 KM) — Listener’s Choice.; 
17:00 — Country Music 
18:00 — On Stage: Ella 
gerald. ' 

19:00 — News Edition, Date 
with aStar: Kansas ' 

20:00— Old Favorites • > 
22JH0 — Now Musk: Profile:; 

Rem. . 

23.*08 — Classical Concert^ 
Mozart .; jT-: 
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If you can't beat them... 

ONQE IN a while you see a very impressive solution being 
applied to a seemingly unsol vable problem and wonder why 
nobody else can see it _• 

; It is a-well known frct that p&acy m its different forms 
software, music, videos and books is a major problem facing- 
companies selling their products in countries without copy¬ 
right laws for one simple reason, it is so much cheaper to buy 
a copy of the original. 

For most software publishers, the Middle East seems to-be 
such a region either because of die absence of any copyright 
laws or . because of weak implementation of recent copyright 
laws. . 

Book publishers have foimd a way around this problem sev¬ 
eral years ago.- "If Middle Easterners 
thinks it's cheaper to buy an illegal copy 
of a book, we' make it cheaper to buy the 
original!" .Wf ' J 

Special low-priced original copies of; 
books were published for the Middle East 
and sales rocketed through the roof. 

Why i£ that? Because Middle Eastern¬ 
ers still .appreciate what is original and 
would be wfiiixig to pay for it, poly if it 
costs a littlomore than the pirated copy/-: - 

More-recently, the' music industry has 
benefited from this example and original - 
music tapes priced at 20-30 percent more than their pirated 
counterparts, are already selling in Amman and with much 
success.-These tapes are produced in Jeddah, Saudi. Arabia un¬ 
der license from international record companies tike EML Is¬ 
land Records, Geffen and others." 

It doesn't take a genius to start drawing parallels with the- 
computer indn^ry reaching a realization that, just maybe, a 
solution to software piracy ui tte. Middle East and other re¬ 
gions like South East Asia ties in the application , of such an 
.idea.'.. •. 

Wouldn't it be just greaf if giant software publishers like 
Microsoft, Borland; and lotus contracted some Middle E4st-. 
ern comparri^, jjrobably set wp in the Gulf region, to produce 
cut-down versions of their software with less expensive pack¬ 
aging rad 'maybe-even .the elimination of some unnecessary 
leaflets and documents which usually eccompany. blg soft¬ 
ware packages. Such software would, of course be restricted 
to sale-hi-the Middle East. This would 'be -a classic case of- 
beating-tte piratesaf their own garnet 
. A few montiis ago. Micrcsoft managed to crack down on a 
•pirate group, in the. Far East who actually produced duplicate : 
software packages' tftar looked ■ so much like. the original' 
Microsoft packages and eveniincluded the same manuals and 
dfek stamps'! These people were offeringtheir packages for so 
much less titan Microsoft that so' raanY- computer; retailers 
bought packages from therm eventually leading to the discov- 
the scam. Mcrosoft sued them; deStojyed all tfe.pack- 


tomerto know when he was buying a tru^Microsoft original;' - 
■ Strangely enorgh, Microsoft arid other bis software publish-- 
ck don't seeux.to understand that the "uneducated' customer^ 

about whaher or noLbe is buying 
the real flung . when he; gets a.major hole in his pocket! • • 
^'.Pirates will : always , have ..the price advantage. It is ^out 
time that software polishers caprtalizeron this point and fd- = 
;iowe^ihe idiom, "Jf you can't beatfhem,:.. join them!" ■ 



■yam m* 




































